Paintings  by  Vietnamese  prisoners  of  war 


^  * 


by  Catherine  Anderson 

"The  Anguish  of  Vietnam," 
an  exhibit  of  paintings  by 
former  Vietnamese  political 
detainees  and  prisoners  of  war, 
reveals  a  rare  glimpse  of  a  war 
most  Americans  have  forgot¬ 
ten. 

Sponsored  by  the  Viet¬ 
namese  American  Civic  As¬ 
sociation  (VACA)  and  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  where 
the  paintings  are  on  display 
until  June  29,  1991,  the  show 
narrates  through  realistic  and 
abstract  works  the  harsh  lives 
and  dreams  of  Vietnamese 
prisoners  who  served 
alongside  American  soldiers 
in  the  Vietnam  War. 

Three  artists  are  featured: 
Le  Hung,  Anh  Tu,  and  Hieu 
De,  and  all  three  offer  diverse 
styles  and  approaches  to  that 
significant  period  in  their  lives. 


Le  Hung,  who  lives  in  Dor¬ 
chester  where  he  works  as  a 
sign-painter,  and  has  a  studio, 
continues  to  paint  the  scenes 
of  his  imprisonment  from 
1977  to  1979  when  he  was  ac¬ 
cused  of  political  protest 
against  the  then  new  North 
Vietnam  government.  Paint¬ 
ing  is  a  way  he  brings  to  life  the 
scenes  he  witnessed  over 
twelve  years  ago.  "I  look  at  the 
canvas,  remember  my  past, 
think,  and  bring  my  heart  to 
my  painting,"  he  said. 

Le  Hung’s  expressionistic 
painting  of  a  rifle  and  helmut 
beside  a  vibrant  orange  and 
yellow  sunflower  represents 
what  the  Vietnam  War  meant 
to  him  as  young  boy  in  Viet¬ 
nam,  and  now  an  adult,  at  age 
31,  living  in  Boston.  The  gun, 
staked  into  the  ground  like  a 
monument,  stands  for  those 


American  and  Vietnamese 
soldiers.  The  memory  of  the 
two  fighting  together  is  one 
which  he  keeps  "very  strong  in 
the  heart."  The  brilliant  gold 
and  orange  sunflower  is  his 
symbol  of  hope  for  the  future. 

Le  Hung  often  dreams  of 
returning  to  Vietnam.  "Some¬ 
day,  in  my  country  when  there 
is  freedom,  everyone  can 
come  back.  I  keep  in  my  mind 
what  I’ve  learned,  and  want  to 
teach  people,  open  a  school. 
When  I  think  about  that,  it 
makes  me  very,  very  happy." 

The  art  exhibit  is  a  project 
of  VACA’s  program  for  Viet¬ 
namese  political  detainees 
and  prisoners  who  have  been 
allowed  to  resettle  in  the 
United  States  since  January, 
1990.  The  program  serves 
about  60  families  who  have 
continued  on  page  3 
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Asian  Administrators 
May  Get  Pink  Slips 


The  Oak  Street  Fair  Draws  Young  on  Old  on  June  8. 


Four  Asian  American  assistant 
principals  received  lay-off  notices  by 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  in  an  effort 
to  balance  the  $378  million  school 
budget.  According  to  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Association  of  Asian 
American  Educators  (MAAAE),  the 
cut  unfairly  singles  out  Asian 
Americans  whose  ranks  are  poorly  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  system. 

Before  the  lay-offs  notices, 
Asian  American  administrators  filled 
10  out  of  400  positions,  or  2.2%  .  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  MAAAE,  the  cut  is  dis- 
proportionate  because  Asian 
American  students  make  up  9%  of  the 
student  body.  The  loss  of  the  four 
would  be  a  44%  cut  in  Asian  American 
administrators  citywide. 

"This  sends  a  message  to  Asian 
teachers  that  you  can  try  your  best  and 
work  hard,  but  you’ll  get  laid  off,"  said 
Vivian  Lee,  chairperson  of  the  MA- 
AAAE. 


Members  of  MAAAE  and  both  the 
Chinese  and  Vietnamese  Sub-Pac 
groups  met  with  Superintendent 
Joseph  McDonough  last  week  and 
presented  him  with  a  petition  of  over 
1000  signatures  protesting  the  lay-offs. 

Lee  said  that  McDonough  was 
receptive  to  the  Asian  group,  and 
would  recommend  that  the  new  super¬ 
intendent  look  into  Asian  needs,  as  the 
school  budget  situation  improves.  Mc¬ 
Donough  leaves  June  30,  and  will  be 
replaced  by  Lois  Harrison-Jones 
sometime  this  summer. 

Because  the  Boston  School  Com¬ 
mittee  recently  voted  to  re-instate  cur¬ 
rent  programs,  the  laid-off 
administrators  may  be  able  to  keep 
their  jobs,  said  Manuel  Monteiro, 
director  of  personnel  for  the  Boston 
Public  Schools. 


continued  on  page  3 


Cost  of  Health  Care  Hits  Chinatown 


by  Catherine  Anderson 

'Woss  the  country,  both  profes¬ 
sional  ana  v>w.  collar  workers  are 
demanding  relief  from  thcrklng  cost  of 
health  insurance.  During  the  first  week 
of  June,  unions  and  community  ac¬ 
tivists  held  demonstrations  in  major  US 
cities  calling  for  a  national  health  care 
program  accessible  to  everyone. 

On  June  6,  a  coalition  of  Boston  area 
unions  joined  community  activists  in  a 
demonstration  in  front  of  the  John 
Hancock  Building.  As  part  of  the 
protest,  the  coalition  charged  John 
Hancock  with  an  $8  million  bill,  the 
amount,  they  claim,  the  insurance  com¬ 
pany  spends  in  administrative  costs.  In 


contrast,  a  Family  Health  Care  Plan, 
which  the  groups  are  advocating, 
would  cost  about  $3  million  in  ad¬ 
ministrative  charges.  To  dramatize  this 
cost  difference,  the  demonstrators, 
from  at  least  30  organizations,  wrapped 
the  building  in  red  tape. 

"We  have  the  most  expensive,  least 
accessible  health  care  than  any 
developed  country,"  Dr.  Alan  Meyers, 
a  Boston  City  Hospital  physician,  told 
the  noon-time  crowd  gathered  in  front 
of  the  Hancock  building.  Mel  King, 
former  State  Representative,  com¬ 
pared  the  current  US  health  care  sys¬ 
tem  to  that  of  South  Africa’s. 

State  Representative  John  Mc¬ 


Donough,  a  sponsor  of  the  state’s 
Family  Health  Care  Bill,  said  that  while 
Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  covers  about 
2.5  million  people,  Canada,  with  its  na¬ 
tional  health  care  policy,  can  insure  25 
million  people  for  the  same  amount  of 
money.  Administrative  costs  keep 
American  health  insurance  high. 

In  Chinatown,  the  health  care  issue 
was  brought  home  recently  by  the  con¬ 
troversy  surrounding  the  New  England 
Medical  Center’s  (NEMC)  expansion 
plan.  Opponents  claimed  that  the  plan 
would  lead  to  higher  costs  passed  on  to 
the  consumer  without  offering  needed 
primary  care  to  neighborhood  resi¬ 
dents.  The  state  Public  Health  Council 


approved  the  plan  on  the  condition  that  it 
offer  more  community  preventive  care, 
such  as  a  substance  abuse  program  and 
admitting  privileges  for  neighborhood 
health  center  physicians. 

Of  Chinatown  residents  who  are 
employed,  only  61%  have  health  in¬ 
surance.  Two-thirds  of  them  earn  less 
than  $10,000  a  year,  according  to  a 
study  done  by  a  South  Cove  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  project  promot¬ 
ing-  affordable  health  insurance  for 
restaurant  workers.  Originally,  the 
health  insurance  would  have  been  of¬ 
fered  to  restaurant  employers  at  a 
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The  Oak  Street  Fair’s  Clown  for  the  Day.  Event  sponsored  by  the 
Quincy  School  Community  Council. 


Healthy  Children  Contest 


Investor  Visa  Info 
Forum  Coming  Soon 


Government  repre¬ 
sentatives  are  holding  a  public 
forum  on  June  25  to  inform  the 
Chinatown  community  about 
the  "immigrant  investor" 
regulations  under  the  new  im¬ 
migration  law.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Quincy 
School  Auditorium  from  9:30 
am  to  12  noon. 

Under  the  Immigration  Act 
of  1990,  a  total  of  10,000  visas 
will  be  granted  annually  to  ap¬ 
plicants  who  can  invest  in  new 
businesses  in  the  United 
States.  Although  INS  will  not 
process  the  applications  until 
Oct.  1,  1991,  the  new  law  al¬ 
lows  INS  to  accept  filings  by 
potential  investors.  Many  of 
the  applicants  are  from  Hong 
Kong. 

Massachusetts,  as  a  state 
which  is  150%  above  the  na¬ 
tional  average  in  unemploy¬ 
ment,  is  due  to  receive  30%  of 
the  investor  visas.  Although 
other  states  require  investors 
to  invest  at  least  $1  million, 
Massachusetts  can  accept  in¬ 
vestors  with  half  that  amount. 

Investors  must  create  full¬ 


time  employment  for  at  least 
ten  US  citizens  or  permanent 
residents  who  are  not  relatives 
of  the  applicant.  The  investor 
must  also  own  and  manage  the 
new  business. 

Since  publication  of  new 
regulations  regarding  the  im¬ 
migrant  investor  portion  of  the 
new  law  last  week,  INS  has 
called  for  a  thirty- day  com¬ 
ment  period  from  the  public. 
One  purpose  of  the  June  25 
forum  will  be  to  gather  Asian 
comment  on  the  law,  said  Yon 
Lee,  Mayor  Flynn’s  liaison  to 
Chinatown.  "This  will  be  the 
first  time  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  will  have  some  kind  of 
influence  on  the  way  Congress 
intended  the  law,"  said  Lee. 

The  regulations  could  be 
changed  to  include  a  pool  of 
investors,  rather  than  one 
major  owner/manager,  said 
Senator  Kennedy’s  staff  assis¬ 
tant  Emily  Winterson.  Ken¬ 
nedy  was  a  co-sponsor  of  the 
new  bill,  and  has  worked  for 
over  five  years  to  provide  visa 
incentives  to  persons  from 
Hong  Kong,  said  Winterson. 


The  South  Cove  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center 
(SCCHC)  and  the  August 
Moon  Committee  are  spon¬ 
soring  a  "Healthy  Children 
Contest."  The  contest  will  be 
held  in  two  parts:  the  first  part 
at  the  South  Cove  Community 


Health  Center  and  the  second 
at  the  August  Moon  Festival 
on  August  18, 1991. 

The  first  part,  "Health  As¬ 
sessment  and  Education,"  will 
be  held  at  SCCHC  where  staff 
will  register  participants, 
make  assessments,  and  give 


health  tips  for  parents.  Ap¬ 
pointments  can  be  made  for 
Mon.,  1  to  4  pm  and  Wed.,  9 
am  to  12  noon.  Final  registra¬ 
tion  is  July  31, 1991.  The  child 
must  have  a  3-1/2"  by  5"  photo 
during  registration. 

The  second  part  takes 
place  at  the  August  Moon  Fes- 
tival.  The  child  must  be 
present  at  the  festival  to  be 
seen  by  community  judges. 
Results  will  be  announced  at 
the  end  of  the  festival.  First, 
second,  and  third  place  prizes 
will  be  offered  in  each  age 
category,  one  to  two-year  olds, 


two  to  three-year  olds,  and 
three  to  four-year  olds.  There 
will  be  a  special  category  for 
special  children. 

The  contest  is  open  to 
children  in  the  Greater  Boston 
community  who  qualify  in  the 
age  categories  and  who  com¬ 
plete  both  parts  of  the  contest. 
All  children  who  participate  in 
the  contest  will  be  given  a  free 
gift  at  the  festival.  To  schedule 
registration  time  or  for  more 

info,  call  Esther  Ang,  outreach 
coordinator  at  482-7555. 


In  Me  mo  riant 


Min  Cheuh  Chang 

Co-inventor  of  the 

birth  control  piU 

Min  Chueh  Chang, 
eminent  scientist  in  reproduc- 
tion  biology  who  co¬ 
developed  the  birth  control 
pill,  died  on  June  5  at  the 
Medical  Center  of  Central 
Massachusetts  in  Worcester. 
He  was  82  years  old  and  lived 
in  Shrewsbury. 

Hailed  for  his  role  in 
revolutionizing  the  role  of 
reproduction  in  women’s  lives, 
Chang  also  pioneered  early 
experiments  in  in-vitro  fer¬ 
tilization  which  laid  the  foun- 
dation  for  the  births  of 
"test-tube  babies"  in  the  1980s. 

Chang  and  his  col¬ 
laborator,  Dr.  Gregory  Pin- 
cus,  joined  another  scientist, 
Dr.  John  Rock,  at  the  Wor¬ 
cester  Foundation  for  Ex¬ 
perimental  Biology  in  the 
mid-40s  to  work  in  the  field  of 
human  reproduction.  In  1954 
they  developed  the  birth  con¬ 
trol  pill,  and  in  1960,  the  pill 
was  approved  for  use  in  the 
United  States. 

Chang  was  bom  in  Shan  Si, 
Taiyuan,  China,  and 
graduated  from  Tsing  Hua 
University  in  B«ijing.  He 
received  a  degree  in  animal 
husbandry  from  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  in  1939  and 
earned  his  doctorate  at 
Cambridge  University  in 
England  where  he  studied 
animal  breeding.  At  the  Wor¬ 
cester  Foundation  he  w»o  a 
research  scientist,  and  later, 
senior  scientist  and  principal 
scientist.  At  his  retirement  in 
1982,  he  was  named  principal 
scientist  emeritus.  Last  year  he 
was  elected  to  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Isabelle  (Chin);  his  daughters, 
Pamela  Chang  of  Berkeley, 
Ca.,  Claudia  Chang  of  Sweet 
Briar,  Va.,  a  son,  Francis  H. 
(Pancho)  Chang  of  Brookline, 
and  three  grandchildren. 

Basketball  Winners! 

San  Francisco  Saint’s 
White  Team  won  first  place  at 
the  11th  Annual  North- 
American  Chinese  Basketball 
Tournament  held  over 
Memorial  Day  week-end  at  U- 
Mass  Boston.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  Boston 
Knights  Chinese  Athletic  Club 
in  celebration  of  their  30th 
Anniversary.  Twenty-two 
teams  from  all  over  the 
country  participated. 

The  Apprenticeship 
Preparedness  Program  is  ac¬ 
cepting  new  candidates.  Start¬ 
ing  date  is  in  Sept.,  1991. 
Prerequisites  are  a  high  school 
diploma  (US  or  foreign),  or  a 
GED;  intermediate  English 
and  math  skills;  interest  in  the 
building  trades  Both  males 
and  females  are  welcome.  Tui¬ 
tion  is  free.  Program  goes  for 
10  weeks,  every  Tues.  and 
Thurs.  evening,  plus  5  Satur¬ 
day  mornings.  For  more  info, 
please  call  Agnes  Chang  at 
426-9492  at  the  Chinese 
American  Civic  Association 
(CACA).  An  introductory 
workshop  will  be  held  at 
CACA  on  July  8, 1991. 


Research  Assistant 

Lab  positions  are  available  for  candidates  with  college  back¬ 
ground  in  biology,  molecular  biology,  microbiology,  or  a  related 
science  field. 

Please  submit  resume  with  a  detailed  description  of  knowl¬ 
edge  and  experience  in  specific  laboratory  techniques  to:  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Human  Resources,  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health, 

677  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston,  MA02115.  Harvard  upholds  a 
commitment  to  affirmative  action  and  equal  opportunity. 


Harvard  University 


School  of  Public  Health 


CHIEF 

DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER 

In  this  key  position,  the  successful  candidate  will  be  responsible  for  directing  all  ac¬ 
tivities  within  the  office,  including  the  provision  of  strategic  leadership  and  overseeing 
all  fund  raising  and  alumni  relations  activities  of  the  College;  acting  as  liaison  to  Emer¬ 
son’s  Board  of  Trustee  Development  Committee.  Inclusive  of  the  Executive  Director’s 
responsibilities  are  planning,  coordinating  and  implementing  all  fund  raising  efforts; 
developing  successful  fund  raising  strategies;  identifying  and  soliciting  potential  donors; 
speaking  to  groups  across  the  country. 

Qualifications:  Bachelor's  degree  (Master’s  preferred).  Significant  years  of  increasingly 
responsible  and  successful  fund  raising  experience  desired,  comparable  executive  level 
business  experience  will  be  considered.  Must  be  self-motivated  and  results-oriented. 
Strong  leadership  as  well  as  excellent  verbal  and  written  skills  required. 

Salary  negotiable,  depending  upon  experience;  we  offer  a  highly  comprehensive  fringe 
benefits  package. 

To  apply,  please  send  cover  letter,  salary  requirements  and  resume  to:  Nadine 
V.  Dowling,  Executive  Director,  Office  of  Human  Resources  and  Affirmative  Ac¬ 
tion,  Emerson  College,  100  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  We  are  an  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer.  Women  and  Minorities  are  encouraged  to 
apply 


EMERSON 

COLLEGE 


RECEPTIONIST/ 

SECRETARY 

Secretarial  and  clerical  duties  for  small  property  management  company. 
Word  processing  (50+wpm  )  and  answers  main  switchboard.  Min.  High 
School  diploma  required,  excellent  communication  and  writing  skills, 
and  previous  office  experience.  Send  resume  to: 

C.  Harvey 

South  Station  Management  Company 
175  Federal  Street 
Boston.  MA  02110 
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FROM  PAGE  ONE 


Health  Care 


continued  from  page  1 


reasonable  rate,  through  the  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Health  Plan. 

Once  the  recession  hit  Chinatown, 
however,  the  idea  fell  apart.  No  res¬ 
taurant  owner  would  be  able  to  stay  in 
business  with  even  the  most  reasonable 
of  insurance  rates.  Yet  Stephanie  Fan, 
co-director  of  the  health  insurance 
project,  said  the  plan’s  failure  may  not 
have  been  a  loss  in  the  long  run.  With 
the  national  debate  on  health  care 
heating  up,  communities  can  push  for 
universal  health  care  and  have  more 
dramatic  impact,  she  said. 

The  common  household  in 
Chinatown  includes  a  father  working  as 
a  waiter  at  below  minimum  wage,  but 
receiving  tips,  and  the  mother,  working 
in  the  seasonal  garment  industry  with 
its  flexible  hours  and  union  benefits.  In 
the  last  three  years,  Asians  have  been 
seeking  work  in  the  hotel  industry 
which  provides  health  insurance 
coverage  through  the  hotel  workers 
union- 

Although  Massachusetts  has  a 
universal  health  care  law  which  re¬ 
quires  employers  of  up  to  five  workers 
to  carry  health  insurance,  legislators 
are  challenging  the  law,  claiming  that 
because  of  the  economic  recession, 
employers  cannot  afford  to  cover 
employees. 


Next  Issue:  state  and  national 
health  care  reform  models 


Asian  Administrators 

continued  from  page  1 

Meanwhile,  the  group  still  continues 
to  circulate  the  petition,  written  in 
Vietnamese,  Chinese,  and  English,  as¬ 
king  for  the  administrators  to  be  re-in¬ 
stated  The  lack  of  Asian 
representation  ia  administrative  posi¬ 
tions  has  been  a  constant  issue  among 
Asian  activists,  but  is  now  heightened 
since  the  latest  census  shows  that  the 
Asian  population  has  doubled  in  Bos¬ 
ton. 

Although  the  Boston  Public  Schools 
have  been  integrated  under  court  order 
to  reflect  the  racial  make-up  of  the  city, 
the  hiring  of  new  teachers  and  ad¬ 
ministrators  follows  less  strict  racial 
representation.  Under  court  order, 
25%  of  new  teachers  and  staff  must  be 
African  American,  and  10%  "other." 
The  assumption  is  the  remaining  65% 
would  be  white.  Asians  are  caught  be¬ 
tween  these  numbers  because  they 
share  the  10%  category  with  Latinos. 

"We  have  no  intention  of  taking 
away  the  gains  of  Blacks  and 
Hispanics,”  said  Lee.  "The  issue  is  that 
all  people  need  to  be  represented  bet¬ 
ter."  Lee  added  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  Boston  Public  School’s 
office  of  equity,  administrative  posi¬ 
tions  must  reflect  the  ethnic  make-up 
of  the  city. 

Of  the  four  administrators  let  go, 
three  worked  in  schools  with  bilingual 
programs.  Fay  Lee,  on  leave  this  year 
from  the  Harvard-Kent  School,  was  the 
assistant  vice-principal  there.  Simon 
Ho  was  the  current  assistant  principal. 

Maria  Thuy  Nguyen  was 
the  assistant  vice-principal  of  the  Jack- 
son-Mann  School  where  there  is  a  large 
Vietnamese  bilingual  population. 
Grace  Yong-Madsen  was  the  assistant 
principal  of  the  ML  King  Middle 
School. 

Asians  do  not  necessarily  have  to 
appointed  to  assistant  principal  posi¬ 
tions,  said  Lee.  They  are  also  qualified 
for  many  positions  within  the  school 
system, including  schools  which  are 
non-bilingual,  and  non-assistant  prin¬ 
cipal  positions,  such  as  the  director  of 
instruction  in  the  middle  schools. 


Vietnamese  Paintings 

continued  from  page  1 
fathers  or  sons  who  were 
prisoners  in  Vietnam.  VAC  A 
provides  peer  support  cousel- 
ing,  education,  job  and  hous¬ 
ing  information.  One  major 
goal  of  the  program  is  to  help 
keep  families  together  who 
may  be  struggling  with  com¬ 
plex  issues  around  re-settle¬ 
ment,  said  Hiep  Chu,  director 
ofVACA. 

The  goal  of  the  art  exhibit  is 
to  show  Americans  another 
side  of  the  Vietnam  War, 
added  Chu.  "For  the 
American  people,  after  1975, 
the  war  is  over.  But  the  human 
tragedy  is  not  over.  Viet¬ 
namese  served  with 
Americans  for  so  long,  and 
many  went  to  prison.  The  war 
is  over,  but  people  suffer,"  said 
Chu. 


2nd  Annual " Taste  of  Asia"  benefit  for  CACA  drew  over  300  people 
for  music,  entertainment  and  cuisine  at  the  Kennedy  Library /Paviliion. 


Liberty  Store  Denied 


Chinatown  community  ac¬ 
tivists  won  another  round  in 
the  recent  battle  to  contain  the 
Combat  Zone.  The  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Consumer  Affairs  and  Licens¬ 
ing,  Diane  Modica,  turned 
down  a  bookstore’s  applica¬ 
tion  to  offer  peep  show  booths 
at  672  Washington  St. 

The  Liberty  Bookstore  will 
still  open  at  the  site  of  the 
former  John’s  Pizza,  and  offer 
a  range  of  adult  literature 
without  the  peepshows. 
Modica  turned  down  the 
license  because  of  public 
health  and  safety  issues. 

"While  adult  entertainment 
is  an  allowed  use  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  area,  this  Division  can¬ 
not  ignore  the  potential 
impact  upon  the  community  in 
which  the  applicant  proposes 
to  operate.  The  immediate 
community  includes  five 
elderly  residential  building 
and  other  family  residences 
along  with  the  area  businesses 
which  service  their  daily 
needs,"  said  Modica.  During 
an  administrative  hearing  on 
May  6,  members  of  the  Golden 
Age  Center  testified  that  the 
area  is  already  congested  with 
traffic,  drug  dealing,  and  pros¬ 
titution. 

During  the  hearing,  Liberty 
Bookstore  owner  Anthony 
Russo  stated  that  the  store 
could  be  serving  at  least  150 


patrons  in  an  hour.  The  peep 
show  booths  would  be  locked, 
Russo  stated. 

In  turning  down  the  ap¬ 
plication,  Modica  said  that  an 
adult  entertainment  center  at 
the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Beach  Streets  would  draw  il¬ 
legal  conduct  such  as  prostitu¬ 
tion  and  drug  dealing.  She 
added  that  the  locked  booths 
also  pose  a  greater  public 
health  hazard.  "Enclosed, 
locked  peep  booths  encourage 
patrons  to  engage  in  sexual 
and  illegal  drug  related  ac¬ 
tivity  which  increases  the 
potential  for  the  transmittal  of 
recognized  health  risks,  such 
as  AIDS,"  she  concluded. 


Wrapping  the  Hancock  building  in  red  tape  to  protest  the  cost  of  health  care. 


PRINCIPAL 

Cambridge 
Public  Schools 

$54.7K-$60.6K 

Applications  are  being  accepted  for 
the  position  of  Principal  of  the  Agassiz 
Elementary  School,  a  kindergarten 
through  grade  8  program  serving 
close  to  300  students.  Candidates 
must  have  or  be  qualified  for  certifica¬ 
tion  as  Principal  by  the  Mass  Dept 
of  Education,  and  have  five  years'  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  teacher/administrator  in 
an  urban  school.  Please  forward  a  let¬ 
ter  of  application  including  a  state¬ 
ment  authorizing  community  review 
of  credentials,  a  resume,  academic 
background  and  professional  experi¬ 
ence  to  Ms.  Helen  Hollum,  Personnel 
Mgr.,  Cambridge  School  Dept.,  159 
Thorndike  St. .  Cambridge,  MA  02141 
PRIOR  to  July  7,  1991. 

MINORITY  CANDIDATES  ARE 
ENCOURAGED  TO  APPLY  . 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  M/F/H. 


w  w  w  w 


RETAIL  CASH  DREAM 

Very  high  profit-repeat  business-50K-lM 
available  in  guaranteed  sales,  partial 
owner  financing-expandable-recession 
proof-long  term  leases-  Mr.  King-800 
323-3505. 


UNDERGRADUATE  NURSING  PROGRAM: 

•  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Nursing 

•  2yr-9mo  Accelerated  Transfer  Track 

•  BSN  Option  for  Registered  Nurses 

•  Combine  academic  study  with  paid  co-op  employment, 

GRADUATE  NURSING  PROGRAMS: 

•  Master  of  Science  degree  in  Nursing 

•  Certificate  of  Advanced  Study 

•  Specializations  in:  Administration,  Community  Health, 
Critical  Care,  Primary  Care,  Psychiatric-Mental  Health 

•  FULL  AND  PART-TIME  STUDY 

•  FLEXIBLE  COURSE  OFFERINGS 

•  Financial  Aid  available  for  qualified  applicants 

For  more  information  call: 

Undergraduate  Program  617-437-3610 
Graduate  Programs  617-437-3125 


RJ 


Northeastern  University,  College  of  Nursing 
102  Robinson  Hall,  Boston.  MA  021 15-5096 


Northeastern  University 

Boston 

An  equal  opporlunity/afTirmativo  action  universiU 
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"The  Internee’s  Story,"  about  a  Japanese  American  family’s 

experience  of  US  internment  camps  during  World  War  II,  continues . . . 


auesT/ov  n,  tUey  ar  n  m 

-tv JCW  THCARHCD  FOLCp  A*JD 
Gwesiio+j  yf  asks  /F  re  RTajovwcc 
tty  jafaheu  c/r/y&vjHtP 


_ '  OECiAKe  TOO*.  10Y4OY  t C  THE  US  FAD 

HP u. de  ca/t  of  here fa scqhfs  m  wh> 


...rue  UCCKi  AMO 

TH f  NAJ/Vf  SOWS  AHD DVOffTERS 

of  coux*J  ( vest  mu.  snu.  sP  • 
rov  a*jd  sjtatch  rood. 
rJAne  off  the  hlhxk.  Hold. 

I  rif  T - 


it  yw  Ur  xo-.  r mu  smP  you  oft 
tc  ja&h  op  re  A  sefiFRAje  camp  fop  | 
T/tovBi£KM-0li.  UFJ'Tn ASP FAKCf 
mo.  70  Hn  thf  Berra? 

* - J® - 


&SYFOF  YO'JTD  SAT.  Yoo  WERE] 
BotNH&ZS  yov^re /w  ahetcam 
OTI2&J.  they  hew  aih*e  vie 
tsset  7oo£  l rrn&n.  a  /  akshcr.  [ 

">&'■  CSJ  SVtSVOR  2%,  I'LL  pie 
WITHOUT  A  CcvMTK  7 

s _ - — r 


l'n  pEao 
OCR  AMD  I 
'U  DO  /tv  | 
POTY. 


t&tfriDe*. 
“ Yes-Yes* 
ctJ 

Qvbvons 

JT7/WD2Z. 


TH£BVm>!  Pit  BE  OFF 
HCrHTtMi,  tU  n*cr  OR. 
JAfntJ  AMO  YOCJ'LL  All  Be 
Lotiat  vp  tu  rote  lake 
WITH  THE  DfSLOYAlS. 
You  ARE  L£TT/Wr  Fr 
STUPID  OLD  HAH  MnJ 

> tvp  eves  ip  a  hoheft 

,  OF  PRJHFPJ  BRAVADO. 


from  the  Asian  American  Comic  Book  published  by  AARW 


WU.7SA.lffA  TulFLAFS 
Ssoseoaudk  cfkisl  - 
Even  though  rue  lAvAMiies  staph. 
aHd  tfe  flop  thfre  was  worse  rmi 
rue  food  iptopaz  ,  /  mssrru.  eofo 
dap  said  "We-no"  n>iHF  US. 

/  JO  Ipeo  THE  RASCALS  /P  THE 

Hca /to,  a  &eo  up  that  Pipjy.anfss 

ARHY  STYLE  BEEROSSS  tu  THE  P*  Y 
AMP  BEAT  OP  TmO"  OR  /NreRHptS 
AT  UlCHT.  THE  ARTSY  UFT&J 
Rolled  iH  with  tap  its  AHD  TEAR. 
cas.  H iw> fed  oFhy  Phehds 
rvBLE  PROPPED 
BAYHtETS  fHd 
U/rv  THE 
STOCKADE. 

SFtCMjPJL  OF 

/(tee*  DAY 

AHD  HOOHC 
AuewED  TO 
see  His 

Wife  of 

Flos. 


Copyright  AARW 
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Are  you  fluent 
in  sen/ice? 


Akind  word  in  the  native  tongue  can  be  the  bright  spot  of  a  passenger’s  flight  to  the  Far  East. 
That’s  service.  And  that’s  part  of  the  excitement  for  the  bilingual  flight  attendants  of 
Northwest  Airlines. 

From  Mandarin  and  Cantonese,  to  Japanese  to  Korean,  there’s  a  sense  of  warmth  that’s 
never  lost  in  the  translation.  Even  at  35,000  feet  It’s  a  commitment  dial’s  made  Northwest  Airlines 
one  of  die  largest  U.S.  based,  internadonal  carriers  in  America. 

Opportunities  for  Bilingual  Flight  Attendants 

If  you  share  our  love  for  Asian  language  and  culture,  you  belong  high  in  the  sky  as  a  bilingual 
flight  attendant  with  Northwest  Airlines.  Applicants  must  be  at  least  21  years  old,  5  feet  2  inches 
tall,  with  permanent  authorization  to  work  in  the  United  States.  Fluency  in  English,  as  well  as 
Mandarin  or  Cantonese  is  also  a  must. 

Please  FAX  your  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to  (612)  726-3767.  Or  write  Northwest  Airlines,  Flight 
Attendant  Staffing,  MS  A1470, 5101  Northwest  Drive,  St.  Paul,  MN  551 1 1  -3034.  All  inquiries  must  be 
received  by  July  5, 1991-  An  equal  opportunity  employer. 
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ASIAN  BOOKVIEWS 


Experimentation,  Protest  Go  Hand  in  Hand 


New  Directions 


The  August  Sleepwalker  poems  that  chart  experimental 
(poems)  territory  for  Chmese  writers 

Waves  (short  stories)  “d  *>ldly.  <*aUenge  official 

doctrine  -  is  what  makes  his 
by  Bei  Dao  work  so  highly  praised.  As  a 

translator,  Bonnie  MacDougal  book  of  poems  qua  poems,  the 

collection  disappoints. 

Though  the  poet  is  clearly 
trying  to  explore  a  terrain  that 
allows  him  to  express  despair, 
alienation,  loneliness,  and 
darkness  -  few  poems  in  this 
volume  enlarge  our  under¬ 
standing  of  that  emotional  ter¬ 
ritory.  Many  of  the  poems 
remain  at  the  abstract  level 
and  don’t  move  far  beyond  the 
general  and  obvious. 

Some  lines  read  like  the 
early  attempts  of  a  writer  ex¬ 
perimenting  with  the  medium 
of  poetry.  In  "True,"  we  read: 

True,  this  is  spring. /  Pound¬ 
ing  hearts  disturb  the  clouds  in 
water./  Spring  has  no 
nationality./  Clouds  are 
citizens  of  the  world./ 

His  attempts  at  a  "new 
style"  of  poetry  -  at  least  new 
for  contemporary  Chinese 
poetry  -  often  feels  self-con¬ 
sciously  derivative.  The  use  of 
fragments  or  scraps  of  lan¬ 
guage  is  a  potentially  rich 
form,  but  in  "Notes  from  the 
City  of  the  Sun"  the  content 
does  not  achieve  the  same 
strength  as  experimentation 
with  form.  The  result  feels  like 
a  poet  practicing  workshop  ex¬ 
ercises,  a  musician  practicing 
scales.  There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  such  exercises,  and  it’s  in¬ 
teresting  to  get  a  glimpse  of 
"process."  However,  poems 
like  these  yield  an  uneven 
volume: 


by  Lenore  Balliro 

Bei  Dao,  pen  name  for 
Zhon  Zenkai,  is  a  contem¬ 
porary  Chinese  poet  whose 
identity  and  growing 
popularity  as  a  writer  are 
linked  to  his  politics  even 
though  he  claims  he  is  not  a 
political  writer. 

What  he  means  is  that  he 
refuses  to  use  his  writing  as  a 
vehicle  for  overt  political 
ideology  -  particularly  in  the 
tradition  of  social  realism  the 
Chinese  government  has  sanc¬ 
tioned  since  liberation.  He 
also  refuses  to  work  within  ac¬ 
cepted  official  "standards"  of 
style  and  format. 

Yet,  Bei  Dao’s  leadership 
in  the  Student  Democracy 
movement  -  an  association 
that  eventually  sent  him  into 
exile  in  Denmark  -  helped 
bring  his  writing  to  interna¬ 
tional  attention.  His  involve¬ 
ment  in  dissident  politics 
began  in  1978  with  the 
Democracy  Wall  movement. 
At  the  same  time  he  initiated 
the  experimental  literary 
magazine  Today.  Eventually 
Today  was  banned  in  1980.  Bei 
Dao  left  the  Chinese  Writers 
Association  in  1985  and  be¬ 
came  a  "free-lance"  writer  - 
risky  business  in  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China.  He 
remains  in  exile  and  visits  the 
US  and  other  European 
countries  for  speaking/read- 
ing  tours. 

In  reading  his  poems,  I  had 
to  wonder  whether  the  book 
would  have  made  it  to  a  major 
publisher  had  the  writer  not 
occupied  such  a  prominent 
place  in  contemporary 
Chinese  politics.  I  am  tempted 
to  conclude  that  the  very  ACT 
of  writing  these  poems  - 


Life 

The  sun  has  risen  too 


Freedom 

Tom  scraps  of  paper 
fluttering 

Girl 

A  shimmering  rainbow 
gathers  brightly  coloured 

feathers. 


Copley  Place  has  office  space  avaiable  for  certain  qualified  minority  owned 
businesses  and  community  development  corporations.  Special  rental  rates 
are  being  offered  in  some  cases. 

If  you  are  interested  in  locating  your  business  at  Copley  Place,  please  write 
or  call: 


JMB  Properties 
Urban  Compaqy 
Four  Copley  Place 
Suite  600 
Boston,  MA  02116 
Attn:  Lyda  Peters 
(617)  262-6600 


Bei  Dao,  courtesy  of  New  Directions  photo/Lutfi  Ozkok 


There  is  a  conscious  effort 
in  his  poems  to  focus  on  the 
individual  voice  and  the  exis¬ 
tential  conflict,  illustrating  his 
claim  that  Camus,  Sartre,  and 
other  existential  writers  have 
strongly  influenced  his  work. 
Bei  Dao’s  inward  exploration 
of  darkness  is  born  of  his  ex- 
periences  in  the  cultural 
revolution  -  experiences  gone 
awry  -  and  experiences  in  the 
Student  Democracy  move¬ 
ment.  MacDougal  describes 
Bei  Dao’s  poetry  as  a  "search 
for  self,"  with  a  focus  on  the 
"individual’s  private  world." 


Starting 

College? 

Transferring? 

You  should 
know  about 


This  focus  is  clearly  evident 
throughout  the  volume  and 
represents,  in  part,  a 
desire  to  move  into  less 
restricted  areas  of  literary 
arenas,  but  the  existential 
focus  results,  at  times,  in  a 
voice  that  borders  on  self-pity. 


In  poems  where  the  writer 
actually  does  step  out  of  his 
enclosed  personal  darkness,  a 
stronger  voice  emerges. 
"End  or  a  Beginning,"  for  ex¬ 
ample,  seems  more  ap¬ 
propriately  reminiscent  of  the 


P.A.S.  Admissions 
Counseling 


Walk-in 

June  18 
June  19 
June  20 
June  21 
June  24 
June  25 
June  26 


9am-5pm 

9am-6pm 

9am-5pm 

9am-5pm 

9am-6pm 

9am-5pm 

9am-6pm 


P.A.S.  at 
UMass/Boston 

P.A.S.  means  Personalized  Admissions 
Service.  P.A.S.  means  admissions  counsel¬ 
ing  and  prompt  decisions  for  students  who 
wish  to  enroll  in  our  fine  undergraduate 
degree  programs  twe  offer  more  than  fifty). 

To  take  advantage  of  P.A.S.,  you  simply 
bring  your  completed  application  form  and 
your  high  school  and/or  college  transcript  to 
our  Admissions  Office.  We'll  look  them  over 
and  talk  with  you  about  your  college  plans. 

If  there  is  space  in  a  program  you're  quali¬ 
fied  for,  we’ll  give  you  a  letter  of  acceptance 
on  the  spot.  If  you're  a  transfer  student, 
we'll  also  begin  the  process  of  evaluating 
your  transfer  credits. 

If  you're  interested,  start  by  calling  us  for 
more  information.  Be  sure  to  mention 
P.A.S.  when  you  call.  The  number  to  use  is 

617  287-6101. 


By  Appointment 

July  1-3,  5,  8-12 


work  of  Spanish  writers  like 
Cesar  Vallejo  -  work  where 
the  individual  voice  is  steeped 
within  the  struggles  and  la¬ 
ments  of  the  country  itself. 

Bei  Dao’s  collection  of  fic¬ 
tion  reflects  a  similar  uneven¬ 
ness  as  his  poetry,  though  he 
seems  more  practiced  in  the 
role  of  storyteller.  Much  of  the 
value  of  Waves  lies  in  record¬ 
ing  and  interpreting  the  events 
of  the  Cultural  Revolution  and 
the  reformist  government  that 
followed.  Even  though  the 
volume  pre-dates  Tiananmen, 
the  prevailing  perspective  is 
one  of  deep  cynicism  of  a 
country  whose  leadership  has 
failed  its  people.  The  stories 
examine  the  brutality  of  the 
cultural  revolution  ("Waves"), 
the  unhappiness  of  a  woman 
yearning  for  a  better  quality  of 
life  ("Melody"),  the  haunting 
fear  of  repercussions  from 
powers  quick  to  label  citizens 
as  "ideologically  suspect" 
("13th  Happiness  Street"). 

The  most  developed  of 
stories  (almost  a  novel¬ 
la), "Waves"  examines  the  disil¬ 
lusionment  and  bitterness  of 
five  characters  toward  the  end 
of  the  Cultural  Revolution.  As 
with  other  Chinese  stories  of 
the  Cultural  Revolution,  the 
savagery  of  the  Red  Guard  is 
described  in  detail.  Through 
the  voices  in  "Waves,"  the 
author  not  only  challenges  but 
dismisses  revolutionary  values 
-  or  for  that  matter,  any  hope 
for  the  country’s  leadership  to 
effect  political  change.  The 
characters  drink  to  excess  to 
forget  their  sorrow,  self-inflict 
wounds  as  symbolic  gestures 
of  despair,  quote  Western 
poets  like  Garcia  Lorca  and 
Baudelaire  as  though  they  are 
as  commonly  known  as  the 
verses  of  Mao.  Once  again,  it 
seems  like  Western  models  of 
behavior  are  evoked  to 
describe  the  existential  dilem¬ 
ma  of  the  characters  -  perhaps 
as  a  symbolic  rejection  of 
Chinese  culture  and  norms? 

Bei  Dao’s  work  left  me  with 
new  questions  about  the 
Democracy  movement  in 
China,  and  about  the  role  of 
the  artist  within  a  social  and 
political  context.  What 
responsibility  does  the  writer 
have  beyond  his  "search  for  the 
self  without  resorting  to  the 
dogmatic  and  doctrinaire 
position  of  "artist  serving  the 
state?"  Bei  Dao’s  search  for 
literary  models  from  the  West, 
his  derivative  style,  and  exalta¬ 
tion  of  the  existential  state  of 
the  individual  may  indeed  be 
his  way  of  reacting  against  the 
status  quo  in  China. 


sto  n 


Space  purchased  at  no  cost 
to  the  Commonwealth 


The  next  issue  of  Sampan 
will  be  published  on  July  5, 
1991.  Press  releases  and  ad¬ 
vertisements  which  require 
typesetting  or  artwork  are  ac¬ 
cepted  up  to  Fri.,  June  28, 
1991.  Due  to  the  July  4 
holiday,  camera-ready  ads  are 
accepted  up  to  Fri.  June  28, 
1991,  at  5  pm. 
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ARTS 

At  the  Children’s  Museum, 
on-going:  Chinese  Folk  Art: 
The  Small  Skills  of  Carving  In¬ 
sects,  a  new  exhibit  featuring 
authentic  folk  art  objects 
handmade  by  people  in  vil¬ 
lages,  towns,  and  cities  all 

over  China. 

June  3  through  June  29: 
"The  Anguish  of  Vietnam" 

paintings  by  Vietnamese  ar¬ 
tists  in  Massachusetts.  At  the 
Great  Hall  of  the  Public 
Library  in  Copley  Square.  The 
exhibit  chronicles  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  South  Vietnamese 
prisoners  of  war  and  political 
detainees  who  were  America’s 
comrades- in-arms  during  the 
Vietnam  War.  Free.  Monday 
to  Thursday,  9  am  to  9  pm,  and 
Friday  and  Saturday,  9  am  to  5 
pm. 

Also  at  the  Boston  Public 
Library:  Asian  Focus  Exhibit 
on  Bansai  Landscapes.  The 
miniature  planting  will  be  at¬ 
tended  by  artists  from  June  3 
to  June  7.  Paintings  and  callig¬ 
raphy  will  remain  on  display 

through  June  14.  Hours  are 
same  as  above. 

Through  June  21:  "Diana 
Kan,  Paintings  and  Graphics" 
at  the  Dyansen  Gallery,  132  A 
Newbury  St. 

Through  June  27:  "Asian 
Women  as  Artists"  at  the 
Chinese  Culture  Institute,  276 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Ma.  Ar¬ 
tists  and  their  exhibits: 
Sachiko  Fujii  Beck, 
serigraphs,  Impressions  of 
Universal  Realms;  Linda  Liu 


Behar,  quilts,  landscapes;  Lei- 
Sanne  Doo,  monotypes,  Com¬ 
ing  From  the  Garden;  Ikuko 
Kawai  Burns,  bronze  sculp¬ 
tures,  Fragments  of 
Memories;  Li  Min  Mo,  mixed 
media,  Mystical  Narratives; 
Yasuko,  oil  paintings,  Imagi¬ 
nary  Landscapes;  Yoshiko 
Yamamoto,  enamel.  Oxidized 
Color;  Elaine  Sayoko 
Yoneoka,  ceramics,  mixed 
media,  Archaic  and  Arcane. 

Bulletin  Board 

June  22:  "What  a  Wonder¬ 
ful  World"  at  the  Franklin 
Park  Zoo.  Cultural  perfor¬ 
mances:  1-1:20:  Chinese  in¬ 
strumental  performances  by 
Rosemary  Zhen,  Kevin  Zhen 
and  Klysler  Yen.  Program 
provided  by  the  Foundation 
for  Chinese  Performing  Arts. 

1:40-2:20:  Branches  Pan 
Groove  (steel  drum  band)] 

2:25-2;30  Laotian  dance 
performance 

3:00-3:05  Zhijun  Wang  and 
Students  performing  Chinese 
dance. 

3:10-3:15  Laotian  dance 
performance 

3:20-4:00  Branches  Pan 
Groove  (steel  drum  band) 

Call  442-0991  for  more 
info. 

June  22  until  noon,  June 
23:  "24-Hour  Non-stop  Soccer 
Marathon  for  Peace"  at  Bos¬ 
ton  English  High  School  soc¬ 
cer  field  in  Jamaica  Plain.  The 
goal  is  to  raise  money  to  help 
youth  programs  continue  to 


battle  youth  violence  and 
crime.  All  proceeds  will  be 
donated  to  Youth  Aid,  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  provides  grants  to 
youth  projects  focussing  on 
community  problems,  and  to 
Youth  Outreach,  program 
that  trains  teens  to  be  peer 
leaders  of  major  events.  For 
more  info,  contact  Citizens  for 
Safety:  338-9878. 

June  23:  "Cohousing  slide 
show  and  discussion" 
Cohousing  is  a  new  housing  al¬ 
ternative  to  create  a  coopera¬ 
tive  neighborhood,  private 
houses  are  clustered  around 
shared  facilities  to  maintain 
open  space  and  encourage 
more  interaction  Several  local 
cohousing  groups  are  working 
to  build  a  diverse  community 
and  welcome  people  of  all 
ages,  races,  cultures  and  life¬ 
style  choices.  The  Cohousing 
Clearinghouse  of  Greater 
Boston  invites  all  to 
Farnsworth  House,  90  South 
St.,  Jamaica  Plain  at  7  pm.  For 
more  info,  call  395-8616. 

June  26:  "Asian  American 
Agenda  Planning  Meeting" 
Meet  to  propose  a  formation 
of  a  committee  to  sponsor  the 
Asian  American  Agenda  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  fall.  At  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Refugees  and 
Immigrants,  China  Trade 
Center,  Boylston  St.  At  6  pm. 
For  more  info,  call:  426-5313. 

June  28  to  30:  30th  An¬ 
niversary  Weekend  for  the 
Boston  Chinese  Evangelical 
Church  -  249  Harrison  Ave.  A 
special  joint  service  in  English 
and  Cantonese  on  Friday, 


June  28,  at  7:30  pm  at  the 
church.  Dr.  Paul  Toms, 
former  pastor  of  the  Park  St. 
Church  in  Boston  and  current¬ 
ly  chaplain  at  Gordon-Con- 
well  Theological  Seminary  in 
South  Hamilton,  Ma.,  will  be 
the  speaker.  Music  and 
refreshments  afterwards. 
Saturday,  June  29,  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  prayer  breakfast  at  the 
church,  9:30  am  to  11  am.  Sun¬ 
day,  June  30,  Dr.Toms  will 
speak  at  the  9:15  am  English 
worship  and  11  am  Cantonese 
worship.  Luncheon  at  12:15 
pm.  Senior  Pastor  Jacob  Fung 
will  speak  at  1  pm  Can¬ 
tonese/Mandarin  service.  All 
are  welcome. 

June  30:  "The  Story  of 
Vinh"  Special  PBS  show  from 
10  to  11  pm.  "The  Story  of 
Vinh"  chronicles  a  young  boy’s 
growth  from  boyhood  to  man¬ 
hood.  Vinh  Dinh,  is  the  son  of 
a  U.S.  Serviceman  and  a  Viet¬ 
namese  mother  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  as  part  of  a 
group  of  Amerasian  children. 
The  story  forces  viewers  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  legacy  of  the  Viet¬ 
nam  war,  the  limits  of 
tolerance  and  the  American 
foster  care  system. 

July  1:  Chinese  American 
Civic  Association’s  Prevoca- 
tional  Skills  Training  Pro¬ 
gram  New  cycle  begins. 
Program  is  free,  and  has  these 
requirements:  Boston 

residency,  low-income,  high 
intermediate  English  and 
math  skills,  willingness  to 
enter  skills/training  employ¬ 


ment.  Classes  run  for  20 
weeks,  Tuesday  through 
Friday,  from  10  am  to  3  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Annie  Chin 
at  426-9492. 

The  Coordination  Council 
for  North  American  Affairs  is 
opening  a  Chinese  Cultural 
Center  at  65  Harrison  Ave  in 
August.  The  Center  will  house 
a  Performance  Hall,  a  Library, 
a  Classroom  and  space  for  cul¬ 
tural  activities. 

Boston  Public  School  Sum¬ 
mer  Plus  Program  for  high 
schools  begins  on  July  8  and 
continues  to  August  16.  The 
program  will  offer  twenty 
courses  taught  by  BPS 
teachers, with  an  emphasis  on 
hands-on  projects,  non-tradi- 
tional  materials,  field  trips, 
and  computer-assisted  learn¬ 
ing. 

A  visitor  to  BPS  Summer 
Plus  will  not  see  students 
taking  notes  and  a  teacher  lec¬ 
turing.  The  program  will  be  of¬ 
fered  in  sites  across  the  city. 
Interested  students  can  get  an 
application  at  any  BPS  high 
school  or  call  the  High  School 
Zone  Office  at  441-0069  for  an 
application  and  a  course  list¬ 
ing. 

A  community  relations  of¬ 
ficer  from  the  Boston  Police 

will  be  stationed  at  the 
Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association  at  90 
Tyler  St.  on  the  following  days 
and  times: 

June  4: 11  am  to  1  pm 

June  11:  5  pm  to  7  pm 

June  18: 11  am  to  1  pm 

June  25: 5  pm  to  7  pm. 
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Buying  a  House 


in  Boston 

from  Chinatown  to  a  suburban  dream 


by  Fred  Meyer 

The  time  had  finally  come, 
Mary  and  Bob  Wong  realized. 
They  just  had  to  move  from 
Chinatown.  The  children 
were  3  and  5  now,  and  together 
with  Mrs.  Wong’s  mother,  it 
was  just  too  much  to  keep  on 
being  squeezed  into  two  little 
rooms  in  a  relative’s  apart¬ 
ment.  And  there  was  only  one 
bath  for  everybody.  What’s 
more,  Mr.  Wong’s  cousin  was 
now  beginning  to  drop  hints 
about  relatives  coming  from 
abroad. 

Fortunately,  the  Wongs 
had  prepared  for  this  moment 
for  several  years.  Mary  had  a 
very  good  job  now.  After  her 
secretarial  training  at  the 
Chinatown  Occupational 
Training  Center  on  Harrison 
Ave.,  she  was  hired,  first  part 
time,  then  full  time,  by  the  New 
England  Medical  Center. 
Since  she  had  been  there  for 
several  years  now,  her  health- 
plan  benefits  were  excellent, 
complementing  Bob’s  job. 

Bob’s  family’s  suburban 
restaurant  had  no  health  plans 
at  all.  Despite  the  recession, 
the  restaurant,  near  Needham, 
was  doing  quite  well.  Cus¬ 
tomers  liked  its  clean  atmos¬ 
phere  and  steady  fare  of 
reasonably  priced,  healthful 
food.  The  fancy  French  res¬ 
taurant  down  the  street,  by 
contrast,  had  just  closed.  Still, 


Bob’s  long  hours  gave  him  lit¬ 
tle  time  to  see  the  kids.  He 
always  wished  he  lived  nearer 
to  work. 

To  save  money,  the  Wongs 
(not  their  real  name...more  on 
that  later  in  our  story)  had  no 
car.  Where  could  they  park  it, 
anyway?  But  at  least  one 
weekend  every  month,  when 
rates  are  lower,  they  rented 
one.  One  of  their  favorite  pas¬ 
times  was  driving  to  different 
communities  in  and  around 
Boston,  to  think  about  where 
they  wanted  to  live.  Oc¬ 
casionally,  on  Sunday,  they 
saw  "open  house"  signs,  and 
visited  some  houses.  The 
signs  meant  just  that:  the 
houses  were  open,  for  anyone 
at  all  to  come  in,  whether 
ready  to  buy  or  not. 

Those  trips  actually  were 
the  beginning  of  the  Wongs’ 
successful  purchase  of  a 
house:  the  first,  "saving  and  re¬ 
search"  phase.  They  were  very 
careful  to  save  money,  almost 
without  thinking  about  it.  And 
they  enjoyed  their  exploratory, 
car-rental  weekends. 

The  Wongs  had  been  fol¬ 
lowing  the  newspaper  clas¬ 
sified  ads,  too.  They  found  the 
Boston  Sunday  Globe  real  es¬ 
tate  section  an  especially  com¬ 
prehensive  list  of  houses  for 
sale.  The  ads  are  arranged  al¬ 
phabetically  by  town.  The 
Wongs  weren’t  sure  where 
half  of  the  towns  were,  but  with 
the  help  of  maps  and  friends, 


they  soon  became  experts 
driving  around  Greater  Bos¬ 
ton.  ■  ' 

Almost  without  realizing  it, 
the  Wongs  had  begun  to  make 
a  list  of  their  priorities. 
Highest  on  the  list,  they 
decided,  were  good  schools 
for  the  children.  They  talked 
with  a  lot  of  friends,  and  had 
heard  the  public  schools  were 
especially  good  in  Brookline 
and  Newton.  But  the  Globe 
showed  very  little  in  their  price 
range. 

The  Wongs  had  wondered 
how  much  they  could  afford. 
Fortunately,  Mr.  Fong  at  their 
corner  bank  had  been  very 
helpful  about  that.  As  she 
renewed  their  gradually-in¬ 
creasing  certificates  of  deposit 
over  the  years,  Mary  had  got¬ 
ten  to  know -him  a  bit.  And 
when  she  mentioned  they  were 
starting  to  think  about  buying 
a  house,  Mr.  Fong  had  sent  a 
"mortgage  qualification"  form 
into  the  bank’s  main  office  for 
her. 

Mr.  Fong  had  said  he  would 
need  to  know  both  Mrs. 
Wong’s  salary  and  the  amount 
of  Mr.  Wong’s  take-home 
money  from  the  restaurant. 

He  suggested  that  the  simplest 
way  would  be  for  Mary  to 
bring  in  their  income  tax 
return  for  the  previous  year. 
Sooner  or  later,  the  mortgage 
department  would  need  to  see 
that  anyway. 

continued  on  page  2 


Some  Common  Mistakes  Buyers  Make 


and  how  to 
avoid  them 


by  Nora  F.  Moran 

Buying  a  home  can  be  a 
confusing  process,  especially 
for  the  first  time  buyer. 
Avoiding  these  common  mis¬ 
takes  can  make  the  process 
easier,  less  complicated,  and 
perhaps  also  save  you  money. 

OVERESTIMATING 
ABILITY  TO  PAY 

A  buyer  may  feel  that  they 
can  comfortably  spend  a  large 
percentage  of  their  monthly 
income  for  their  home  pay¬ 
ment.  However,  lenders  will 
limit  the  amount  of  monthly 
principal,  interest  tax  and  in¬ 
surance  payment  to  between 
28%  and  30%  of  the  bor¬ 
rowers  gross  monthly  income. 
Before  you  start  to  look  for  a 
property  you  should  either  go 
to  a  bank  and  have  someone  in 
the  mortgage  department 
"prequalify"  you  for  a 
mortgage,  or  the  broker  you 
are  working  with  should 
qualify  you  to  determine  the 
amount  you  will  be  able  to  bor¬ 
row. 


NOT  COMMUNICATING 
FEELINGS  AND  REAC¬ 
TIONS  TO  THE  BROKER 

The  broker  you  are  working ' 
with  needs  to  know  what  you 
like  and  dislike  about  proper¬ 
ties  so  that  she/he  can  save 
your  time  and  show  you  those 
properties  that  are  most  likely 
to  meet  your  needs. 

NOT  HAVING  A  HOME 
INSPECTION 

You  should  have  a  profes¬ 
sional  home  inspector  inspect 
any  property  that  you  make  an 
offer  on  in  order  to  determine 
any  defects  in  the  property. 
This  could  save  you  money. 

EXPECTING  TO  FIND 
THE  PERFECT  HOME 

We  all  start  with  a  wish  list 
which  contains  all  the  things 
that  we  want  in  a  property.  It 
is  rare  to  find  a  property  that 
has  everything  on  the  list. 
Make  a  list  of  the  things  that 
are  really  important  to  you, 
and  a  list  of  the  features  that 


you  would  like  to  have,  but 
could  five  without. 

NOT  TAKING  THE  TIME 
TO  ANALYZE  WANTS  AND 
NEEDS 

Taking  the  time  to  make  the 
list  suggested  above  could  save 
you  from  buying  a  property 
that  will  not  meet  your  needs 
in  a  few  years.  You  should 
think  of  a  home  as  a  long  term 
investment,  and  look  for  a 
property  that  will  be  suitable 
for  you  for  the  next  several 
years. 

a 

BEING  EITHER  TOO 
EMOTIONAL  OR  TOO 
ANALYTICAL 

You  should  neither  rush 
into  a  buying  decision  and  buy 
on  impulse,  nor  should  you  be¬ 
come  so  analytical  that  you 
cannot  make  a  decision.  In 
other  words,  analyze  any 

property  that  you  love,  and, 
after  you  have  analyzed  it,  ask 
yourself  if  you  love  it. 


JUMPING  FROM 
BROKER  TO  BROKER 

Find  a  broker  that  you  feel 
comfortable  with,  and  one 
who  you  think  understands 
what  you  want.  If  that  person 
is  a  member  of  the  Multiple 
Listing  Service,  she/he  can 
show  you  properties  listed 
with  any  other  member.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  a  broker  only 
shows  you  properties  listed 
with  that  broker’s  office,  you 
may  want  to  seek  out  someone 
who  will  show  you  properties 
listed  with  other  firms,  so  that 
you  will  be  able  to  find  that 
"close  to  perfect  property." 

NOT  TAKING  THE  TIME 
TO  BECOME  FAMILIAR 
WITH  THE  FORMS  AND 
CONTRACTS  THAT  ARE 
COMMONLY  USED  IN 
TRANSACTIONS 

Buying  real  estate  is  a  com¬ 
plicated  process,  and  it  can  be 
a  confusing  process.  You  will 
be  signing  legally  binding  con¬ 
tracts.  You  will  have  to  make 
a  deposit  in  order  to  buy  a 


piece  of  property.  It  is  a  good 
idea  to  hire  a  REAL  ESTATE 
attorney  to  advise  you 
BEFORE  you  sign  a  contract. 
Becoming  familiar  with  the 
forms  that  will  be  used 
BEFORE  you  have  to  sign 
them  will  make  you  more  com¬ 
fortable  when  the  time  comes 
to  make  an  offer. 

THINKING  OF  REAL  ES¬ 
TATE  AS  A  SHORT  TERM 
INVESTMENT 

We  are  not  likely  to  see  the 
huge  rates  of  appreciation  that 
we  saw  during  the  real  estate 
boom  of  the  mid  80’s.  Real 
estate  values  appear  to  have 
stabilized.  Most  experts  agree 
that  for  the  next  year  or  two  we 
will  see  prices  remain  fiat,  or  if 
there  is  appreciation,  the  rate 
is  likely  to  be  2%  or  3%. 

( Nora  Moran  is  proprietor  of 
the  Moran  Company,  Realtors, 
in  Boston’s  Back  Bay  and  the 
immediate  past  president  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Real  Estate 
Board.) 
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But  Bob  was  reluctant  to  let 
Mary  show  an  income  tax  so 
soon,  because  he  valued  his 
privacy.  So,  instead,  he  and 
Mary  copied  key  figures  from 
the  return.  After  Mary  gave 
Mr.  Fong  those  numbers,  and 

Mr.  Fong  had  an  answer  for 
her  in  less  than  a  day.  She 
knew  how  much  of  a  mortgage 
the  bank  could  give  her  (at 
then-current  interest  rates). 
She  then  added  3/4  of  then- 
savings  to  the  mortgage 
amount.  That  total,  she 
figured,  was  what  they  could 
afford  for  a  home. 

It  was  on  a  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  that  Mary  made  the  first 
phone  call.  She  called  a 
Brookline  real  estate  agent, 
who  had  a  big  ad  in  the  Globe. 
But  the  "4  bedroom"  described 
in  the  ad  turned  out  to  be  not 
a  house,  but  a  condominium. 
Mary  was  sure  they  didn’t 
want  that.  She  and  Bob  had 
saved  a  lot  of  money  now,  over 
many  years.  They  would  get  a 
whole,  freestanding,  single;, 
family  house  or  nothing.  If 
their  budget  required  they 
would  have  to  buy  one  much 
further  from  downtown,  so  be 
it. 

Mary  answered  another  ad, 
for  what  was  clearly  a  house. 
But  the  man  on  the  other  end 
of  the  phone  line  said  it  was 
right  behind  a  restaurant. 
And  Mary  knew  Bob  wouldn’t 
like  that;  after  working  in  a 
restaurant  all  day,  he  wouldn’t 
want  to  come  home  to  cooking 
odors  in  his  backyard  too. 

The  third  ad  Mary  had 
circled  was  for  Newton.  Stilly 
Smith,  Realtor,  answered  the 
Newton  phone.  At  first,  Sally 
told  Mary  that  she  couldn’t  un¬ 
derstand  her:  would  Mrs. 
Wong  please  speak  more 
slowly. 

Trying  to  talk  slowly  and 
clearly,  Mary  explained  that 
she  had  heard  the  Newton 
schools  were  good,  and  she 
wanted  a  house  with  4 
bedrooms  (one  for  each  of  the 
two  children,  one  for  Bob’s 
mother,  and  one  for  Bob  and 
herself)  and  2  baths.  And  they 
had  to  be  near  the  Green  Line, 
so  both  Bob  and  Mary  could 
get  to  work  easily. 

Sally  explained  that  there 
were  a  "lot  of  choices"  like  that 
in  Newton.  "How  much  do 
you  want  to  spend?"  she  asked. 

Mary  was  reluctant  to  tell. 
"I  don’t  know,"  she  answered. 
"It  depends  on  what  the  house 
is  like.  We’d  like  to  know 
what’s  available." 

Sally  responded,  "If  you  can 
come  in  to  my  office,  I’ll  be 
glad  to  show  you  the  list  of 
every  single-family  home  for 
sale  in  Newton."  She  ex¬ 
plained  that  her  firm  were 
"Realtors",  and  that  that  word 
does  not  mean  the  same  as  a 
licensed  real  estate  agent. 
"Realtor"  is  a  trademark, 
referring  to  real  estate  agents 
who  belong  to  a  national  trade 
association  with  a  strict,  writ¬ 
ten  code  of  ethics.  And  "Real¬ 
tors"  usually  cooperate  with 
each  other,  through  a  local 
"Multiple  Listing  Service,"  so 
each  firm  knows  and  can  show 
other  firms’  listings.  And  all 
"Realtors"  pledge  themselves 
to  compulsory  arbitration,  to 
help  resolve  disputes  with 
each  other  and  with  the  public. 

Mary  wasn’t  quite  sure 
what  Sally’s  word  "listing" 


meant.  Sally  sensed  that,  and 
explained  it.  A  real  estate 
agent  acts  for  the  owner  of  a 
house.  The  contract  between 
the  owner  and  the  agent  is 
called  a  "listing  agreement." 
The  owner  agrees  to  pay  the 
agent  a  small  percentage  of 
the  sales  price  of  the  house, 
after  the  agent  finds  the  buyer 
for  the  owner. 

That  afternoon,  Mary  took 
the  Green  Line  to  Newton  to 
meet  Sally  at  her  office.  Bob 
couldn’t  come  because  Satur¬ 
days  were  big  days  at  the  res¬ 
taurant. 

Sally’s  office  was  bustling, 
but  pleasant,  with  lots  of  pic¬ 
tures  of  homes  on  the  walls. 
And  Sally  had  a  big  book  of 
listings,  showing  many  houses. 
But  Mary  was  shocked  at  the 
prices.  They  were  way  beyond 
her  budget.  But  she  didn’t 
want  to  reveal  that. 

Sally  sensed  it,  though.  She 
said,  "If  these  houses  are  too 
expensive  for  you,  please  tell 
me.  I’m  not  trying  to  pry.  But 
the  more  I  know,  the  more  I 
can  help  you." 

Mary  didn’t  mean  to,  but 
she  blurted  out  that  all  those 
four-bedroom  two-bath 
houses  were  a  good  $100,000 
to  $200,000  above  what  she 
wanted  to  pay.  Sally  thanked 
Mary  for  her  candor.  "I’ve  got 
an  idea,"  she  said. 

"This  house,"  she  went  on, 
fingering  a  sheet,  "is  only  three 
bedrooms  and  one  bath.  Ac¬ 
tually,  it’s  only  two  bedrooms 
and  a  den.  The  den  has  no 
door.  But  it’s  within  your 
price  range.  And  the  lot  just 
might  be  big  enough  so  you 
could  build  a  new  wing  some¬ 
day,  after  you’ve  saved  some 
more  money." 

Sally  cautioned  that  Mary 
would  have  to  check  with  city 
hall  about  whether  such  an  ad¬ 
dition  would  be  allowed.  But, 
she  said,  "Let’s  go  look  at  it 
anyway." 

Mary  agreed;  and  Sally 
called  another  "Realtor,"  the 
"listing  agent"  for  that  par¬ 
ticular  house.  Unfortunately, 
the  other  agent  wasn’t  in,  at 
office  or  home.  But  she  was 
expected  back  in  an  hour. 
Sally  left  a  message  for  the 
other  agent,  and  then  sug¬ 
gested  that  she  and  Mary  take 


a  ride  to  see  the  outside,  first. 

They  did,  in  Sally’s  car. 
And  Mary  loved  the  house.  It 
was  tiny,  but  the  trees  around 
it  were  large  and  shady.  It  was 
only  6  blocks  from  the  Green 
Line.  And  the  elementary 
school  was  just  7  blocks.  The 
walk  the  children  would  be 
taking  to  school  was  not  too 
long  and  went  by  some  delight¬ 
ful,  bigger  houses. 

Then,  to  fill  the  hour’s  wait, 
Sally  drove  Mary  by  six  other 
houses.  They  got  out  of  the  car 
to  walk  around  two  of  them. 
Mary  felt  Sally  was  right:  the 
first  one  was  the  best,  a  rare 
find.  The  others  were  all  run 
down,  or  even  smaller,  or  in 
less  pleasant  areas. 

They  returned  to  Sally’s  of¬ 
fice,  and  they  were  in  luck. 
The  other  agent  had  left  a  mes¬ 
sage,  returning  Sally’s  call. 

Sally  called  her,  smiled  at 
Mary  and  said,  "She  can  meet 
us  at  the  house  in  half  an  hour." 

Mary  called  her  mother-in- 
law.  She  hadn’t  planned  to  be 
away  from  the  kids  this  long. 
But  Mrs.  Wong  didn’t  mind 
babysitting  longer  than 
planned.  In  fact,  she  showed 
delight  at  the  enthusiasm  in 
Mary’s  voice. 

"Now,"  said  Sally,  "there  is 
some  paperwork  I  have  to 
show  you  and  ask  you  to  sign. 
This  is  required  by  a  new  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  law.  It’s  not  an 
offer  form;  and  it’s  not  com¬ 
mitting  you  to  anything.  It’s 
just  your  acknowledgment 
that  you  have  received  the  in¬ 
formation,  on  the  very  first  day 
we  discuss  this  property,  and 
that  I  represent  and  am  paid 
by  the  Seller  of  this  property." 

Sally  continued:  "Please  un¬ 
derstand  that  I  do  not  repre¬ 
sent  you,  Mrs.  Wong.  The 
Seller,  not  you,  has  hired  the 
other  agent  and  me.  So  you 
should  get  your  own  inspector 
and  lawyer  and  advisers  if  you 
should  proceed  with  this 
property." 

Mary  was  a  little  startled. 
She  hadn’t  expected  to  sign 
anything  so  soon  but  she  ap¬ 
preciated  Sally’s  explaining 
the  law  of  agency.  After  read¬ 
ing  the  short  "Agency  Dis¬ 
closure"  form,  Mary  signed  it 
where  indicated.  Sally  gave 
Mary  a  copy. 


Well,  to  make  a  long  story 
short,  after  seeing  it,  Mary 
loved  the  house.  It  was  small; 
both  kids  would  have  to  share 
one  bedroom.  And  Mrs. 
Wong  would  have  to  sleep  in 
the  den,  behind  a  folding 
screen,  perhaps.  But  the 
neighborhood  was  perfect. 

Mary  showed  the  house  to 
Bob  and  Mrs.  Wong  and  the 
kids  the  very  next  day,  Sunday. 
Bob  got  so  excited  he  even 
showed  up  late  for  work  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  for  the  first  time 
ever! 

And  Mary  was  so  enthused, 
early  Monday  she  phoned  in  to 
her  office  to  see  if  she  could 
come  to  work  late  that  day, 
herself.  She  wanted  to  go  with 
Sally  to  Newton  City  Hall,  to 
see  whether,  under  Newton’s 
zoning  laws,  they  could  build 
the  addition,  with  another 
bedroom  and  bath  and  maybe 
a  TV  room,  too. 

Mary  was  amazed  at  how 
complicated  the  zoning  and 
building  regulations  were. 
But  the  city  official  in  the 
building  department,  in  be¬ 


tween  taking  many  phone  calls 
at  his  desk,  showed  Mary  that, 
yes,  a  small  wing  could  be 
built.  Probably  not  large 
enough  for  two  bedrooms. 
But  one  more  bedroom  and 
another  bath:  yes,  that  would 
be  possible. 

Now  Mary  was  ready.  She 
wanted  to  make  an  offer.  She 
had  her  checkbook  with  her. 
And  Sally  had  the  forms  in  her 
car.  Among  them  was  a  form 
that  disturbed  her:  a  "lead 
paint"  notice  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health.  This 
informed  Mary  that,  since  the 
house  was  built  before  1978,  it 

might  contain  lead  paint,  a  bad 
poison,  which  children  under 
6  might  eat.  Current  state  law 
requires  that  such  paint  be 
removed,  even  in  a  single  fami¬ 
ly  house.  So  Mary  had  to  fig¬ 
ure  on  the  costs  of  removing 
lead  paint,  which  she  hadn’t 
counted  upon. 

Mary  made  an  offer  for  2/3 
of  the  asking  price  for  the 
house.  Sally  was  discourag¬ 
ing:  she  was  sure  the  owner 
continued  on  page  3 
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Your  View  Is  Important  to  Us. 
That’s  the  Point! 

At  Harbor  Point,  Boston’s  newest  waterfront  neighborhood, you’ll 
find  the  harbor  and  the  skyline  outside  your  window  Inside,  you’ll  find 
a  community'  with  free  parking,  fitness  center,  two  pools,  tennis  courts, 
24-hr.  security,  shuttle  to  MBTA,  day  care,  convenience  store,  coffee 
shop,  and  a  professional  staff  that  really  cares  about  you. 

Rent  $695-1  bdrm,  $825-2  bdrm/2  baths  (incl.  ht,  hw,a.c.).Open 
Mon.-Sat.  10:30-6,  Sun.  12-5.  Call  (617)  825-2033. 
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HARBOR-POINT 

Professionally  managed  by  CMJ  Mgmt  Co  Financed  by  MHFA 
Rental  furniture  available  ftom  Putnam  Units  available  on  open  occupancy  basis 
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"wouldn’t  take  that."  But 
Mary,  knowing  Sally  repre¬ 
senting  the  Seller,  and  not  her, 
wanted  to  try. 

Later,  as  soon  as  Mary 
returned  back  to  work  that 
afternoon,  there  was  already  a 
message  from  Sally.  The 
owners  had  rejected  Mary’s 
offer,  right  away! 

She  called  Bob  at  the  res¬ 
taurant.  They  decided  to  go 
$15,000  higher.  Mary  filled 
out  the  extra,  blank  form, 
which  Sally  had  given  her,  and 
used  the  fax  machine  in  her 
office  to  send  it  to  Sally’s  of¬ 


fice. 

That  evening,  Sally  called 
Mary  at  home.  The  sellers  had 
rejected  that  offer  too;  but, 
this  time,  they  suggested  they 
might  take  an  offer  $18,000 
above  Mary’s  second  one. 
And  they  wanted  to  keep  the 
refrigerator,  washer  and  dryer 
(which  Mary  had  specified  in 
her  offers  were  to  be  in¬ 
cluded). 

That  evening  and  the  next 
day,  there  were  a  lot  of 
negotiations  by  phone.  Mary 
and  the  seller,  working 
through  Sally,  agreed  on  a 
price  $7,500  above  Mary’s 
prior  offer.  Mary  and  Bob  got 


CLEAVES  COURT 
APARTMENTS 

One,  two  and  three  bedroom  apartments  star¬ 
ting  at  $573.00  heated.  Laundry  facilities, 
hardwood  floors,  rear  porches  free  parking  in  a 
short  distance  to  the  MBTA.  Apply  in  person  on 
Thursday  from  2:00  P.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  at: 

Urban  Edge  Property  Management 
2010  Columbus  Ave 
Roxbury,  MA  02119  ^ 


Winter  Valley  Residences  for 
The  Elderly,  Inc. 

Winter  Valley  Residences  for  the  Elderly,  Inc.,  a  128-unit 
building  financed  by  HUD  for  elderly  citizens,  is  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications. 

Minorities  and  handicapped  are  urged  to  apply  —  an¬ 
ticipated  vacancies  in  the  future. 

Winter  Valley  has  1  and  2  bedroom  and  handicapped 
units  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  Milton  Residences 
for  the  Elderly,  Inc.  located  at  600  Canton  Avenue, 
Milton,  MA. 


Contact:  Virginia  F.  Wells,  Manager 
698-3005 


the  refrigerator;  the  sellers 
kept  the  washer  and  dryer. 
The  amount  finally  agreed  on 
was  above  the  amount  Mr. 
Fong  had  told  Mary  she  could 
afford.  But  Sally  had  ex¬ 
plained  to  Mary  how  interest 
rates  had  dropped  since  way 
back  then...so,  with  the  same 
monthly  salary,  Mary  and  Bob 
could  now  carry  a  significantly 
larger  mortgage. 

Mary  had  put  an  "inspec¬ 
tion  contingency"  into  the  of¬ 
fers  she  presented.  She  and 
Bob  could  back  out  if  the 
house  contained  more  than 
$10,000  in  "serious"  defects, 
documented  by  a  professional 
house  inspector  Mary  would 
hire. 

Now,  where  to  get  a  good 
inspector?  Sally  told  Mary 
that  in  the  Yellow  Pages,  the 
correct  category  is  not  "I"  for 
"Inspections"  or  "H"  for 
"Home  Inspections,"  as  you 
might  expect.  It’s  "B"  for 
"Building  Inspection  Service." 

Mary  chose  a  company 
whose  ad  indicated  it  had  been 
in  business  for  a  long  time. 
And  the  following  Friday,  the 
inspector,  complete  with  lad¬ 
der,  flashlight  and  notebook, 
met  Mary  at  the  house.  Mary’s 
employer  was  very  accom¬ 
modating  about  giving  Mary 
more  time  off  from  work.  She 
had  been  a  good  worker  for 
five  years;  and  they  knew  her 
reason  for  time  off  work  was 
not  frivolous. 

The  results:  there  was  some 
rot  under  the  back  porch 
steps,  which  really,  he  said, 
should  be  replaced.  The  lead 
paint  removal  would  be  fairly 
expensive.  The  furnace  was 
only  OK;  the  inspector  said  it 
might  last  only  another  5  years, 
if  they  were  lucky.  That  all 
came  to  $12,000,  more  than 
the  $10,000  deductible;  but 
after  much  discussion,  Mary 
and  Bob  decided  to  stick  with 
their  purchases.  They  wanted 
that  house. 

Now  came  the  time  to  apply 
for  a  mortgage.  Mary  filled 
out  an  application  with  Mr. 


Fong.  He  explained  to  her  the 
various  kinds  of  mortgages. 
Ones  with  interest  rates  that 
adjust  every  year.  Ones  with 
rates  that  are  guaranteed  for  3, 
5  or  7  years  and  then,  after 
that,  more  in  line  with  general 
interest  rates.  Ones  with  rates 
guaranteed  for  15, 20, 25  or  30 
years.  The  longer  the  rate 
guarantee,  the  higher  the  ini¬ 
tial  interest  rate. 

Mary  phoned  Bob  at  the 
restaurant;  and  they  decided 
on  a  fixed-rate,  20-year 
mortgage.  Mary  and  Bob  had 
talked,  before,  about  paying 
off  their  mortgage  in  just  15 
years.  But  because  of  the  fluc¬ 
tuations  in  income  from  Bob’s 
restaurant,  he  didn’t  want  to 
be  locked  into  too  high  a 
monthly  payment. 

And,  as  Mr.  Fong  ex¬ 
plained,  "Just  because  your 
mortgage  is  written  for  20 
years  doesn’t  mean  you  can’t 
make  higher  payments,  volun¬ 
tarily,  and  pay  it  off  in  15  years, 
or  even  10,  if  you  can.'There 
was  a  lot  more  paperwork:  a 
long  mortgage  application, 
and,  later,  a  detailed  "pur¬ 
chase  and  sale  agreement"  be¬ 
tween  the  Sellers  and  the 
Wongs,  which  Mary  had  a 
lawyer  she  knew  look  at.  But, 
in  2 1/2  weeks,  their  mortgage 
application  was  approved. 
Then,  the  bank’s  lawyer  sear¬ 
ched  and  approved  the  "title," 
making  sure  the  Seller  really 
owned  the  property  and  could 
validly  sell  to  the  Wongs.  And 
now,  the  day  of  "closing"  was  at 
hand! 

It  took  place  in  a  downtown 
law  office.  Mary  arranged  it 
for  a  morning,  so  Bob  wouldn’t 
be  late  for  work.  Early  that 
morning,  Mr.  Fong  gave  them 
a  bank  treasurer’s  check  for 
most  of  their  savings.  Mary 
put  the  check  in  her  handbag 
and  held  it,  ever  so  carefully, 
on  their  walk  to  the  high-rise 
office  building. 

It  was  there,  on  the  24th 


floor,  that,  for  the  first  time 
ever,  the  Wongs  met  the 
sellers  of  the  house.  Susan 
and  Jim  Miller.  They  were  a 
nice  older  couple,  retiring  to 
Florida.  Mary  had  talked  with 
Mrs.  Miller  over  the  phone 
before  about  getting  instruc¬ 
tion  booklets  for  the  dish¬ 
washer  and  disposer.  But  she 
had  never  met  her  until  now. 
The  Realtor  had  handled 
everything. 

Now,  at  the  closing,  there 
was  even  more  paperwork. 
But  the  lawyers  explained  it 
all.  And  the  Millers  seemed 
just  as  happy  to  be  on  their  way 
to  Naples,  Florida,  as  the 
Wongs  were  to  move  to  New¬ 
ton,  Mass. 

The  Wongs  maybe  can’t 
visualize  it  yet,  but  time  really 
will  go  by  fast.  Soon,  before 
they  know  it,  their  two 
children  will  be  off  in  college 
and  maybe  even  graduate 
school.. .and  they  will  be  get¬ 
ting  their  final  mortgage  bill, 
for  an  all-paid-for  house,  too. 

It  happens  every  day. 
People  scrimp  and  save,  take 
risks,  and  buy  their  first  house. 
And  before  they  know  it,  they 
have  paid  off  their  mortgage, 
and  saved  for  their  retire¬ 
ment-while  enjoying  a  home 
they  love  in  the  meantime. 

That’s  the  real  story.  It’s 
our  most  common  way  of 
saving,  which  60%  of  the 
families  in  this  country  enjoy. 
Owning  your  own  home:  it’s  a 
true,  American  dream. 

-(Fred  Meyer  is  president  of 
the  residential  Realtors  division 
of  the  Greater  Boston  Real  Es¬ 
tate  Board,  3,700  real  estate 
agents  in  54  cities  and  towns. 
For  28  years,  he  has  been  the 
proprietor  of  University  Real 

Estate  in  Harvard  Square. 
Cambridge.) 


ACCU-RATES,  INC. 

Providing  the  most  accurate  and  up-to-date  method  the 
industry  knows  of  acquiring  TODAY’S  BEST  mortgage 
lending  RATESin  New  England. Wesurvey  overone  hundred 
lending  institutions  on  a  daily  basis  and  pick  only  the  best  for 
each  mortgage  type.  So,  if  you  are  looking  to  refinance  or 
take  advantage  of  today’s  plummeting  property  costs, 
please  call  1 -900-903-RATE. 

(7283) 

We’ve  taken  the  guesswork  out  of  looking  for  the  best 
mortgage  rates. 
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1-900-903-7283 


RATES 


INC. 


(RATE) 

The  cost  for  each  call  is  S9.95 
The  message  is  updated  daily  by  10:00  A.M. 


REALTORS:  FOR  VOLUME  RATE  INFORMATION 
PLEASE  CALL  61  7-340-1 944 
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TO: 

~  Melody  Tsang,  Real  Estate 
Agent 

Anne  C.  Rendle,  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Director,  Greater  Bos¬ 
ton  Real  Estate  Board 

Weiyi  Zhu,  Graphic  Desig¬ 
ner 


Canterbury 
Towcig  ...« 


.  is  an  8-story,  156  unit  building  designed  for  the  con¬ 
venience  and  comfort  of  senior  citizens  Efficiency, 
one  and  two  bedroom  apartments,  spacious  lounges 
and  a  community  room,  are  available  in  a  location 
convenient  to  shops,  restaurants  and  transportation 
Canterbury  Towers  is  currently  accepting  applications 
lor  the  wait  list.  Applicants  must  be  elderly  with  an 
income  not  exceeding  $21,900(one  person)  and 
$25,050  (two  persons)  Our  equal  opportunity  hous¬ 
ing  is  subsidized  through  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development,  Section  8  Program  and 
financed  by  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency 
Rents  are  based  on  30%  of  adjusted  annual  income 
For  more  information,  please  call 
the  rental  office  at  (508)  757-1133, 

Monday  •  Friday.  9  5 

Management  by  Stale  Street  Development  Management  Corp 
Units  available  on  an  open  wxupanry  basis 

6  Wachusett  St..  Worcester,  MA  01609 

Can|cit)iiiy 
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Tales  of  Home  Inspection 


by  Jeffrey  May 

I  always  experience  last 
minute  terror  as  I  turn  the 
corner  and  start  down  the 
street  to  the  buyer’s  new 
home.  I  always  hope  that  it’s 
the  well  maintained  cottage  on 
the  left,  but  all  too  often  it’s  the 
huge  wreck  on  the  right. 

If  I’m  lucky,  the  roof  will  be 
visible  from  the  ground  and  I 
won’t  have  to  use  the  28  foot 
ladder.  My  enthusiasm  for 
seeing  roofs  up  close  has 
diminished  since  the  wind 
^  nearly  blew  the  ladder  onto  a 
neighbor’s  Mercedes.  (Lucki¬ 
ly,  the  ladder  got  hung  up  on  a 
loose  nail  that  was  supposed  to 
be  securing  the  gutter.)  There 
was  also  the  time  that  the 
broker  left  and  I  got  stuck  on 
the  roof  with  the  buyer  be¬ 
cause  we  couldn’t  get  the  lad¬ 
der  back  on  the  ground  from 
the  roof. 

Landscaping  around  a 
^  house  is  great  but  few  owners 
care  for  the  greenery  and  over 
the  years  exotic  plants  grow 
into  tangled  jungles  at  most 
properties.  Crawling  through 
one  hundred  feet  of  plants 
close  to  a  house  to  see  the 
foundation  is  always  annoying. 
Shrubs  have  a  habit  of  empty¬ 
ing  my  tool  belt  and  hiding  the 
tools  under  snow  or  leaves. 

My  biggest  worries  are  bees 
-  and  fire.  On  one  roof,  I  picked 
up  and  waved  a  pipe  to  show 
the  folks  on  the  ground  what 
was  loose;  as  I  replaced  the 


Cartoon  by  Robert  Hanson 

pipe,  the  wasps  in  the  pipe  nest 
bravely  buzzed.  I  backed  out 
of  one  deck  crawl  space  after 
noticing  a  hornet  nest  the  size 
of  a  basket  ball  hanging  from 
the  floor  boards. 

An  exterior  outlet  of  a 
house  sent  flames  out  that 
melted  my  test  light  and  my 
fingernails.  It  took  a  gallon  of 
water  into  the  wall  before  I  felt 
comfortable  enough  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  inspection.  I  sup¬ 
pose  I’m  glad  it  was  I  who  put 
the  plug  in  and  not  the  next 
person  who  might  have  left  the 
receptacle  blazing  and  rim  to 
call  the  fire  department. 
Another  day,  luckily,  it  was  the 
tenant  and  not  me  who  turned 
on  the  basement  gas  dryer  that 
caught  on  fire  because  no  one 
had  ever  cleaned  out  the  lint 
from  the  combustion  cham¬ 
ber. 


I  suppose  I  should  include 
racoons  as  a  fear  also  as  I  met 
one  staring  down  at  me  while  I 
was  inside  a  fireplace  looking 
up  through  the  damper  with 
my  flashlight  I  thought  I  was 
inspecting  a  flue  but  it  was  an 
"illegal  in-law  unit."  (Home 
inspectors  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  tell  me  that  they  have 
made  the  acquaintance  of  rat¬ 
tle  snakes  in  crawl  spaces.) 
Some  of  the  dead  animals  I 
have  stepped  (or  tripped) 
upon  include  mice,  rat,  cat, 
crow  and  racoon.  In  a  dark 
basement,  a  live  cat  jumped  at 
me  out  of  the  ceiling  bay  as  I 
stared  in  with  my  flashlight. 
Often  I  get  home  after  an  in¬ 
spection  and  find  my  face 
crisscrossed  by  sooty  spider 
webs  that  no  one  has  informed 
me  about. 

Careless  showering  is  one 


of  my  big  peeves.  I  have  seen 
first  floor  kitchen  shelves 
rotted  at  the  interior  of 
cabinets  from  water  leaking 
out  of  a  second  floor  stall 
shower;  whole  bathroom 
floors  rotted  through  from 
water  leaking  over  the  side  of 
bath  tubs;  and  bathroom  ceil¬ 
ings  and  walls  covered  with 
mold  that  produce  irritating 
spores. 

In  one  high  rise  condo  with 
concrete  floors,  the  tenants 
showered  with  no  curtain  and 
the  water  was  destroying  the 
ceiling  in  a  vacant  unit  below. 
At  another  condo,  icicles  were 
growing  out  of  the  exterior 
wood  shingle  walls  from 
shower  water  that  was  leaking 
into  the  wall  cavity  from  a 
bathroom  window  sill.  (The 
window  should  have  been 


covered  with  a  curtain.) 

Sometimes  the  buyer  and 
seller  meet  and  don’t  quite  get 
along.  On  one  occasion,  after 
uttering  only  the  first  sentence 
of  the  inspection  (about  a  pos¬ 
sible  moisture  problem  at  a 
property)  the  buyer  and  seller 
started  arguing  and  calling 
each  other  names.  Both 
promptly  screeched  off  in 
their  terrain  vehicles  and  I 
never  got  paid. 

One  final  note.  If  you  are 
selling  a  house  and  offer 
refreshments  to  the  brokers 
and  buyers,  remember  to  in¬ 
clude  the  home  inspector;  and 
if  you’re  serving  soft  drinks  to 
everyone  in  crystal,  save  the 
the  plastic  cup  for  the  kids,  not 
me. 


Ill*-*  »  Hill 


Salem  Heights  Apartments 
72  Pope  Street 
Salem ,  MA  07576 


Located  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  Salem  Heights  Apartments  offer 
one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  for  moderate  and  low  income 
families.  Apartments  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis. 


Applications  are  available  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins,  Jen- 
nison,  Inc. 
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Equal  Opportunity  Housing 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments — and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments — well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick. . . 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street, 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(508)470-2611 

30  Railroad  Street,  Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(508)  927-2055 
To/er  Rd. ,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS 

(617)  472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery.  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 
(617)  871-3049 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(617)  545-2233 

65  North  River  Road.  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 
(617)  749-8677 
86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

McNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 
(508)872-6393 

75  Second  Street.  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
I  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

RIVERVIEW  COMMONS 
(508)  685-0552 
Bulfinch  Drive.  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(617)  233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 

COMMONS 

(508)845-1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(617)331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 
(508)  852-0060 
161  W.  Mountain  Street, 
Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 

(508)875-8661 

46  Irving  Street.  Framingham 

WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST  (617)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street  #21 , 
Weymouth 

Equal 
Housing 
Opportunity 

4s  (£i 


Open  Daily 
No  pets  please 


CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT 

COMRVNY 


EGLESTON  STATION 

Spacious  1BR  and  2BRS  w/w,  h/h, 
mod.  kit  and  bath,  ldry  facility,  off  st. 
prkg.  Apts  with  Section  8  and  707  Cer¬ 
tificates  required.  Near  T.  apply  in  per¬ 
son  on  thursdays  from  2:00  —  4:30  at: 


Urban  Edge  Property  Management 
2010  columbus  Ave 
Roxbury,  MA  02119 
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Lamplighter  Village 

101  Stage  Coach  Rd. 

Canton,  MA 

Tel.  828-7834  TDD  No.  1-800-458-0395 

Management  Office  Open  Mon.  Wed.  &  Fri. 
9:00  —  3:00  p.m. 


WE  ARE  CURRENTLY  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS 
FOR  ONE  AND  TWO  BEDROOM  APARTMENTS 
FOR  THE  ELDERLY  AND  HANDICAPPED. 

Features  Include:  Range,  refrigerator,  disposal,  wall  to  wall  carpeting,  laun¬ 
dry,  community  room,  master  antenna.  Superintendent  on  site. 


a 


Peabody  Properties,  Inc. 
Specialists  in  Property  Management 


Financed  by:  Mass.  Housing  Finance  Agency  available  on  an  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  basis,  some  units  serviceable  for  the  handicapped.  Rent  for  qualified 
elderly  (62  &  over),  disabled  and  handicapped  persons  will  be  based  on  30 
percent  of  annual  income  (n  accordance  with  the  Section  8  program. 
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What  Is  A  Home  Inspection? 


tion  that  will  be  of  great  help 
to  you  after  you’ve  moved  in. 


by  A1  McNamara 


Q.  WHAT  IS  A  HOME  IN- 
SPECTION? 

A  home  inspection  is  a 
visual  examination  of  the 
physical  structure  and  systems 
of  a  home.  If  you  are  thinking 
of  buying  a  house,  co-op  or 
condominium,  you  should 
have  it  properly  inspected 
before  the  fined  purchase  by  an 
experienced  and  impartial 
professional  home  inspector. 

Q.Why  do  I  need  a  home 
inspection? 

The  purchase  of  a  home  is 
probably  the  largest  single  in¬ 
vestment  you  will  ever  make. 
You  should  know  exactly  what 
to  expect  -  both  indoors  and 
out  -  in  terms  of  repair  and 
maintenance  and  their  costs. 
A  fresh  coat  of  paint  could  be 
hiding  serious  structural 
problems.  Water  marks  in  the 
basement  may  indicate  a 
chronic  seepage  problem  or 
may  be  simply  the  result  of  a 
single  incident.  The  home  in¬ 
spector  interprets  these  and 
other  clues,  then  presents  his 
professional  opinion  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  property 
before  you  buy,  so  you  can 
avoid  unpleasant  surprises 
afterward. 

Of  course,  a  home  inspec¬ 
tion  will  also  point  out  the 


positive  aspects  of  a  home,  as 
well  as  the  type  of  main¬ 
tenance  that  will  be  necessary 
to  keep  it  in  good  shape.  After 
the  inspection,  you  will  have  a 
much  clearer  understanding 

of  what  it  is  you  are  about  to 
purchase,  and  you  will  be  able 
to  make  your  decision  confi¬ 
dently. 

If  you  have  owned  your 
home  for  a  period  of  time,  a 
home  inspection  can  identify 
problems  in  the  making  and 
recommend  preventive 
measures  which  might  avoid 
future  repairs. 

Q.  What  does  a  home  in¬ 
spection  include? 

A  complete  home  inspec¬ 
tion  includes  a  visual  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  house  from  top  to 
bottom.  The  inspector  ex¬ 
amines  the  heating  system,  the 
central  air  conditioning  sys¬ 
tem  (when  temperature  per¬ 
mits),  the  interior  plumbing 
and  electrical  systems,  the 
roof  and  visible  insulation, 
walls,  ceilings,  floors,  windows 
and  doors,  the  foundation, 
basement  and  visible  struc¬ 
ture. 

Q.  Can’t  I  do  It  myself? 

Even  the  most  experienced 
homeowner  lacks  the 


knowledge  and  expertise  of  a 
professional  home  inspector 
who  has  inspected  hundreds, 
perhaps  thousands  of  homes 
in  his  career.  An  inspector  is 
equally  familiar  with  all  the 
elements  of  home  construc¬ 
tion  and  with  the  proper  in¬ 
stallation,  maintenance  and 
interrelationships  of  those  ele¬ 
ments.  Above  all,  most  buyers 
find  it  very  difficult  to  remain 
completely  objective  and  un¬ 
emotional  about  the  house 
they  really  want,  and  this  may 
lead  to  poor  assessment. 

Q.  What  will  it  cost? 

The  inspection  fee  for  a 
typical  one-family  house 
varies  geographically,  as  does 
the  cost  of  housing.  Similarly, 
within  a  geographic  area,  the 
inspection  fee  may  vary 
depending  upon  the  size  of  the 
house,  particular  features  of 
the  house,  age,  special  struc¬ 
tures,  etc.  However,  cost 
should  not  be  a  factor  in  the 
decision  whether  or  not  to 
have  a  home  inspection.  You 
might  save  many  times  the  cost 
of  the  inspection  if  you  are 
able  to  renegotiate  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  based  on  sig¬ 
nificant  problems  revealed  by 
the  inspector.  Consult  your 
lawyer  for  guidance. 


Live  steps  away  from 
Harvard  Square 


At  A  Price  You  Just  Can't  Walk  Away  From. 


You've  always  wanted  to  live  near  Harvard  Square.  And  now  the  time  is 
right.  Dollar  for  dollar,  you  won't  find  a  better  value  than  Bay  Square. 

•  A  Terrific  Location,  just  a  short  walk  from  Harvard  Square  on  Mass.  Ave. 

•  Excellent  Amenities  including  a  health  club,  swimming  pool  and 
whirlpool,  the  security  of  a  24-hour  concierge  and  much  more 

•  Private  Underground  Parking 

•  A  Successful  Community  At  A  Great  Price,  with  one-bedrooms  from 
$145,500  and  two-bedrooms  from  only  $171,500 

It's  easy  to  see  why  Bay  Square  is  the  #1 -selling  new  condominium 
community  in  greater  Boston.  We  invite  you  to  share  in  our  success  while 
time  remains.  Stop  by  our  Sales  Office  any  day  from  noon  to  5  p.m.  for  a 
personal  tour  or  call  (617)  354-1641. 

You'll  find  it's  an  opportunity  you  just  can't  walk  away  from. 


^  BaySquare 

\  950  Massachusetts  Avenue,  Cambridge 


Q.How  do  I  find  a  home 
inspector? 

If  your  friends  or  business 
associates  can’t  recommend 
anyone,  then  check  your  local 
Yellow  Pages  under  "Building 
Inspection  Service."  Make 
sure  you  select  a  qualified  and 
recognized  home  inspector,  a 
professional  who  has  the 
necessary  experience  and 
background. 

Q.  When  do  I  call  in  the 
home  inspector? 

The  best  time  to  call  in  the 
home  inspector  is  after  you’ve 
made  an  offer  on  the  house, 
and  before  you  sign  the  con¬ 
tract.  Or  you  can  ask  your 
lawyer  to  include  an  inspec¬ 
tion  clause  in  the  contract, 
making  your  purchase  obliga¬ 
tion  contingent  upon  the  find¬ 
ings  of  a  professional  home 
inspection. 

Q.  Do  I  have  to  be  there? 

It’s  not  necessary  for  you  to 
be  present  for  the  inspection, 
but  it’s  a  good  idea.  By  follow¬ 
ing  the  home  inspector  around 
the  house,  by  observing  and 
asking  questions,  you  will 
learn  about  your  new  home 
and  get  some  tips  on  main¬ 
tenance  in  general  -  informa- 


Q.  What  if  the  report 
reveals  problems? 

If  the  inspector  finds  fault 
in  a  home  it  doesn’t  necessari¬ 
ly  mean  you  shouldn’t  buy  it, 
only  that  you  will  know  in  ad¬ 
vance  what  type  of  repairs  to 
anticipate.  A  seller  may  be 
willing  to  renegotiate  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  because  of  sig¬ 
nificant  problems  discovered 
in  an  inspection.  If  your 
budget  is  very  tight,  or  if  you 
don’t  wish  to  become  involved 
in  future  repair  work,  you  may 
decide  that  this  is  not  the 

house  for  you.  The  choice  is 
yours. 

Q.  If  the  report  is  good,  did 
I  really  need  an  inspection? 

Definitely.  Now  you  can 
complete  your  home  purchase 
with  peace  of  mind  about  the 
conditions  of  the  property  and 
all  its  equipment  and  systems. 
You  may  also  have  learned  a 
few  things  about  your  new 
home  from  the  inspector’s 
report,  and  will  want  to  keep 
that  information  for  future  ref¬ 
erence.  Above  all,  you  can 
feel  assured  that  you  are 
making  a  well-informed  pur¬ 
chase  decision  and  that  you 
will  be  able  to  enjoy  your  new 
home  the  way  you  want  to. 

&  &  & 


Bay  CJoWer  7lpartments 
South  Boston  —  268-4821 

Section  8  Housing  one,  two  &  three  bedrooms. 
Qualified  elderly  and  families  welcome  to  apply  for 
waiting  list. 

Equal  Housing  Opportunity.  MB  MGT.  CORP. 


Jamaica  Plain/4  bedroom  apt.,  h/h, 
hardwood  floors  accessible  to  the  T  and 
Green  Line  certificate  holders  welcome. 
Apply  in  person  on  Thursday  from  2:00 
pm  to  4:30  pm  at: 


Urban  Edge  Property  Management 
..  2010  Columbus  Avenue 

fsf  Roxbury,  MA  02119 


Affirmative  Action/Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


VICTORY  GARDENS 
APARTMENTS 

54  Orleans  Street 
East  Boston,  MA 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  elderly 
and  handicapped  subsidized  one  and  two 
bedroom  apartments.  Conveniently  accessible 
to  public  transportation  and  shopping.  Units 
available  on  an  open-occupancy  basis.  Office 
hours :  Mon . ,  Wed . ,  Fri . ,  9  am  to  4  pm .  For  fur¬ 
ther  information  call  569-4862 
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When  it  comes  to  mortgages,  do  your  homework! 


A  CACA  workshop  on  home  mortgages.  photo/Carmen  Chan 


By  Mae  Cheng 

The  American  dream  used 
to  consists  of  1.2  children  and 
a  house  in  suburbia  with  a 
backyard,  a  porch,  and  a  white 
picket  fence.  Now,  because 
the  cost  of  living  has  gone  up 
and  the  paychecks  don’t  seem 
to  be  increasing  at  the  same 
rate,  it  is  no  longer  feasible  to 
raise  three  children,  and  it  has 
become  more  difficult  than 
ever  before  to  afford  a  house 
without  a  bank  or  a  mortgage 
company’s  help. 

Which  mortgage  company 
or  bank  will  offer  the  best 
rates?  Which  loan  program 
am  I  most  suitable  for?  What 
will  qualify  me  for  a  loan? 
What  does  all  this  banking  jar¬ 
gon  mean?  These  are  com¬ 
mon  questions  which  every 
potential  homeowner  has  to 
deal  with. 

Marty  Chan,  a  mortgage  of¬ 
ficer  at  the  First  Eastern 
Mortgage  Corporation,  said 
that  in  general,  the  "fixed  30- 
year  mortgage"  is  the  most 
popular.  With  this,  the 
homeowner  is  required  to 
make  equal  monthly  payments 
for  30  years.  "Your  30  year 
mortgage  can  be  paid  off  as 
early  as  you  want,"  said  Chan. 
By  doing  so,  a  lot  of  interest 
payments  can  be  saved  over 
the  loan’s  life! 

Among  Asians,  however, 
"the  fixed  15-year  mortgage"  is 
the  highest  in  demand,  said 
Chan.  Here,  the  monthly  pay¬ 
ments  are  larger,  but  the  loan 
is  paid  off  twice  as  quickly. 
Raymond  Choi,  a  loan 
manager  at  Weston  Mortgage, 
feels  that  this  is  a  good  pro¬ 
gram  for  those  with  enough 
money  to  make  the  monthly 
payments.  "You  never  know 
what’s  going  to  happen  30 
years  from  now,"  he  said. 

The  One  Year  ARM  (Ad¬ 
justable  Rate  Mortgage)  is  a 
30-year  loan  with  an  interest 
rate  that  changes  annually  ac¬ 
cording  to  market  conditions. 
The  advantage  of  this  type  of 
mortgage  is  that  the  starting 
rate  is  usually  lower  than  that 
of  the  fixed  loans.  "Most 
ARMs  have  an  annual  cap  and 
a  lifetime  ceiling,"  said  Chan. 
The  annual  cap  puts  a  limit  on 
how  much  the  rate  can  rise  in  , 
a  year,  and  the  ceiling  limits 
how  much  the  rate  can  rise  for 
the  life  of  the  loan.  Chan  said, 
"The  most  common  is  a  2  per¬ 
cent  annual  cap  and  a  6  per¬ 
cent  lifetime  ceiling." 


There  is  then  the  Two-Step 
loan,  which  also  lasts  for  30 
years.  Chan  said,  "This  is  a 
type  of  mortgage  that  offers  a 
combination  of  a  seven  year 
fixed  rate  and  a  one  time  ad¬ 
justment  at  the  end  of  the 
seventh  year."  Once  the  rate  is 
adjusted  after  the  seventh 
year,  the  new  rate  remains 
fixed  for  the  next  23  years  of 
the  loan.  "The  Two  -Step 
mortgage  is  enjoyed  by  most 
first  time  home  buyers  who 
will  move  within  seven  years 
because  the  starting  rate  can 
be  1/2  percent  less  than  a  fixed 
rate  mortgage. 

Before  new  homeowners 
can  decide  which  of  the 
mortgages  is  best  suited  for 
them  financially,  they  must 
first  consult  with  a  bank  or  a 
mortgage  company  to  make 
sure  that  they  are  qualified  for 
a  loan. 

Raymond  Choi  said  that 
there  are  four  basic  categories 
a  lending  institution  looks  at  in 
order  to  decide  a  family’s 
eligibility  for  a  loan.  They  are: 
income/job,  credit  worthiness, 
down  payment,  and  collateral 
value  of  the  house. 

For  the  income/job 
qualification,  the  bank  or 
mortgage  company  tries  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  borrower’s  ability  to 
repay  the  loan.  Choi  said,  "We 
look  to  see  if  they  have  a  steady 
job.  This  usually  means  two  or 
more  years  in  the  same  trade." 

They  also  tend  to  look  at 
the  First  and  Second  ratio, 
which  is  set  by  the  secondary 
market.  The  secondary 
market  is  where  banks  and 
mortgage  companies  sell  80 


percent  of  all  mortgages, 
Marty  Chan  explained.  The 
ratio  is  usually  28/36.  This 
means  that  the  principal,  in¬ 
terest,  tax,  and  insurance  on 
the  home  should  be  less  than 
28%  of  the  combined 
borrower’s  gross  income. 
And,  all  the  long  term  debts 
(car  loans,  personal  loans, 
creditcard  payments,  etc.) 
plus  the  house  expenses 
should  be  less  than  36%  of  the 
gross  income. 

The  second  qualification 
for  a  loan  is  a  good  credit  his¬ 
tory.  Kathleen  Anderson,  as¬ 
sistant  vice-president  at  the 
Quincy  Savings  Bank,  explains 
that  this  mean  that  there  are 
no  delinquent  items  in  the 
borrower’s  credit  report.  "If 
there  are,  they  must  all  be  ex¬ 
plained,"  said  Anderson. 

Next,  the  lending  institu¬ 
tion  must  verify,  through  bank¬ 
ing  statements  or  by  checking 
with  the  banks,  that  the  money 
used  for  down  payment  all 
belongs  to  the  potential 
homeowner  and  that  it  hasn’t 
been  borrowed  from  parents 
or  friends. 

Finally,  there  is  the  col¬ 
lateral  value  of  the  house, 
which  depends  on  an  ap¬ 
praisal  of  the  property.  Banks 
and  mortgage  companies  try 
not  to  lend  more  than  what  the 
house  is  actually  worth.  This 
way,  they  would  not  lose 
money  if  the  borrower  was  un¬ 
able  to  repay  the  loans  and  the 
house  had  to  be  sold. 

Since  there  are  hundreds  of 
lending  institutions  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  alone,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  people  have  a 
hard  time  deciding  which  one 
to  do  business  with. 

On  the  other  hand,  Kath¬ 
leen  Anderson  points  out  that 
a  borrower  can  expect  more 
stability  with  a  bank.  "We 
don’t  sell  the  servicing  rights, 
so  you  can  come  to  us  if  you 
have  a  problem.  The  banks  are 
also  less  likely  to  be  out  of 
business,"  she  said. 

It  goes  without  saying  that 
when  most  people  try  to 
decide  on  a  lender,  servicing 
rights  and  stability  are  not 
usually  their  top  priorities. 
What  may  be  more  important 
are  the  rates  the  lending  in¬ 
stitutions  are  willing  to  give. 

It’s  difficult  for  one  person 
to  be  doing  all  the  leg  work, 
going  from  one  lender  to 
another,  keeping  track  of  each 
bank  or  mortgage  company’s 
rates  before  they  change 


Elderly  Housing  —  Brockton 

Applications  now  being  accepted  for  our  waiting  list  for  1  or  2  bedroom 
apartments.  Persons  who  are  62  years  of  age  or  older,  handicapped  or 
disabled,  and  whose  income  does  not  exceed  $14,700  (1  person), 
$16,800  (2  people) ,  $18,900  (3  people)  may  be  eligible.  Our  beautiful¬ 
ly  decorated  and  maintained  property  offers  modern  appliances,  w/w 
carpeting,  community  room  and  other  amenities. 

For  more  Information,  call  Mon— Frl,  10  am  to  4  pm. 

Douglas  House 
1-508-587-3186 

Equal  Housing  Opportunity 

’ *  * 
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again. 

Jay  Burns  and  his  cousin 
Ray  Jackman,  co-founders  of 
Accurates  Inc.,  believe  they 
have  found  the  solution.  Ac¬ 
curates  Inc.  is  a  telephone  ser¬ 
vice  which  allows  borrowers  to 
find  the  best  rates  with  the 
touch  of  a  finger.  Burns  and 
his  five  members  staff  survey 
between  100  and  150  lending 
institutions  daily  and  list  the 
five  which  offer  the  best  rates 
for  each  mortgage  type.  The 
lists  are  updated  every  morn¬ 
ing  by  10  am.  There  is  a  flat 
rate  of  $9.95  per  call  for  calling 
the  900  number,  regardless  of 
how  long  the  call  is.  "You  can 


get  a  ton  of  research  done  in 
two  or  three  minutes,"  said 
Burns. 

Research  is  the  most  im¬ 
portant  part  of  the  lending 
process,  especially  for  those 
who  are  watching  every  penny. 

"Investigate  all  types  of 
mortgage  products,  and  weigh 
the  pros  and  cons  to  see  if 
there’s  anything  better  than  a 
fixed  rate,"  said  Kathleen 
Anderson. 

Marty  Chan  agreed.  He 
said,  "Do  homework  on 
finance  first  before  even  look¬ 
ing  for  the  property." 


Buying  a  condo  instead 


by  Fred  Meyer 

If  the  Wongs  had  wanted, 
or  could  only  afford,  a  con¬ 
dominium  instead  of  a  house, 
they  would  have  had  more  to 
examine,  including: 

1) Who  else  lives  in  the  con¬ 
dominium  building?  How  well 
kept  is  it?  How  is  it  managed? 
A  condominium  is  more  than 
just  real  estate.  In  some  ways, 
it  is  like  buying  stock  in  a  com¬ 
pany.  You  want  to  make  sure 
the  company  is  well  rim. 

2) .  The  inspector  should 
look  at  the  whole  building,  not 
just  the  Wong’s  own  apart¬ 
ment  in  it.  Because  if,  for  in¬ 
stance,  the  roof  develops 
leaks,  the  Wongs  will  have  to 
pay  their  share,  called  the  per¬ 
centage  interest,  of  the  cost  of 
repairing  or  replacing  the 
roof. 

3) .  The  Wong’s  lawyer 
should  have  had  more  docu¬ 
ments  to  examine.  The 
"Master  Deed"  creates  the 
condominium.  The  "Declara¬ 
tion  of  Trust"  sets  the  rules  for 
how  it  is  governed.  The 
"Budget"  shows  how  the  con¬ 
dominium  association,  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  all  the  owners,  is 
spending  the  monthly  con¬ 
dominium  fees  paid  by  each 


owner.  Typical  expenses  are 
for  building  insurance,  routine 
repairs,  staff,  and  reserves  for 
replacements  in  the  future  of 
items  such  as  furnace  and  roof, 
which  have  useful  lives  less 
than  that  of  the  building  itself. 

Other  points  the  Wongs 
would  want  to  consider  are: 

4)  Are  most  other  owners 
current  in  paying  their  con¬ 
dominium  fees? 

5) .  What  are  the 
association’s  savings  reserves 
to  cover  future  expenses? 

6) .  Are  there  any  upcoming 
special  assessments  which  the 
owners  must  pay?  If  so,  the 
offer  the  Wongs  make  should 
specify  whether  the  seller  or 
the  buyer  will  be  paying  that 
assessment. 

A  good  way  to  find  out 
about  a  condominium  associa¬ 
tion  quickly  is  to  visit  a  trustee. 
A  trustee  is  usually  someone 
who  lives  in  the  building  and  is 
active  in  its  affairs.  Since  most 
trustees  are  unpaid  volun¬ 
teers,  however,  potential 
buyers  should  be  careful  about 
respecting  their  time.  Make 
such  inquiries  only  about  con- 
dominiums  you  are  very 
seriously  considering  buying. 


SOUTH  END  DAWSON-LONGLEY  APARTMENTS 
MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE 
2  BRs  $950.00  Monthly 
A  Special  on  1  BRs  $750— $800  Monthly 
Limited  Time  Only  One  Month  Free  Rent 
•  Spacious  and  Sunny  Apts  .  Spectacular  Views 

*  Walking  to  Shopping  and 


Fully  Applianced  Kitchens 


Wall-to-Wall  Carpeting 
'  Limited  Fee  Parking 
*  Laundry  Facilities 
Some  Private  Balcony 


T 

*  Close  to  Major  Hospitals 
On-Site  Management  Office 
*  24  Hours  Maintenance 


For  further  details  call  Mr.  Crawford  at  247-3988 
Tenants’  Development.  Corporation 
Brokers  Welcome 

Financed  by  the  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency 


FAIRWEATHER 

APARTMENTS 

ELDERLY  COMPLEX 

easy  living 

LOCATIONS:  0  Peabody  0  Danvers 
0  Salem  0  Beaverly 

Come  to  the  North  Shore.  Privately  owned  &  subsidized  building  with 
maintenance  staff  avail.  24  hours.  Wonderful  neighbors,  off  street  park¬ 
ing,  activities  for  all,  shopper  shuttle  bus. 

Please  call  Louise,  Mon.  —  Fri.,  8:30  —  4:30 

fib  508-532-2798 
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The  Ups  and  Downs  of  Buying  Auction  Property 


By  Mae  Cheng 

As  the  two  businessmen 
prepared  to  cross  the  street 
and  enter  their  car,  one  turns 
to  the  other  and  said,  "Don’t 
forget  the  sign." 

The  sign  was  red  and  white 
with  "Auction*"  written  on  it. 

The  two  men  were  Andrew 
Yacker,  an  auctioneer,  and 
Richard  Forman,  an  attorney. 

On  this  day,  the  two  have 
been  hired  by  Traveler’s 
Mortgage  Services,  Incor¬ 
porated,  to  try  to  auction  off 
two  of  their  properties  which 
have  foreclosed  in  the  past  few 
months. 

The  first  property  was  a  two 
bedroom  condominium  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  quiet  street  in  the 
South  End.  Yacker’s  guess 
was  that  the  owner  was 
probably  a  victim  of  the  real 
estate  crash  in  Massachusetts. 
Since  he  didn’t  reside  there 
and  since  he  owned  several 
properties  around  town, 
Yacker  assumed  the  owner 
first  acquired  the  property  be¬ 
cause  he  was  looking  to  make 
some  sort  of  profit  through  in¬ 
vestments  in  real  estate. 

Forman  explained,  "This  is 
an  example  of  a  ‘distressed 
auction,’  where  the  owner  has 
defaulted  on  his  mortgage."  In 
banking  terms,  this  was  a 
foreclosure.  He  continued, 
"By  law,  in  the  case  of  a 
foreclosure,  we  have  to  hold 
the  auction  at  the  property." 

Yacker  and  Forman  were 
unsuccessful  in  auctioning  off 
the  property  not  only  because 
no  one  was  willing  to  bid  high 
enough  for  the  940  square  feet 
condominium,  but  also  be¬ 
cause  no  one  showed  up. 

The  two  were  not  dis¬ 
couraged  by  the  lack  of  atten¬ 
dance,  though. 

"I  can’t  remember  the  last 
time  I  sold  a  piece  of  property 
in  the  city,"  said  Forman. 

Yacker  agreed.  He 
recalled  holding  a  few  auc¬ 
tions  on  Marlborough  Street 
and  Commonwealth  Avenue. 
"People  show  up,  but  there  are 
no  buyers,"  he  said.  He  felt 
that  people  are  looking  to  buy 
property  where  they  can  live 
and  not  for  investment  pur¬ 
poses. 

Both  Yacker  and  Forman 
felt  it  was  the  investors  who 
drove  the  markets  so  high. 

Edward  Koyasu,  a  broker 
at  Boston  International  Realty 
Corporation,  a  real  estate  firm 
that  deals  primarily  with  Asian 
customers,  agreed.  He  said, 
"property  values  skyrocketed 
diming  the  real  estate  boom 
partly  due  to  competition 
amongst  investors.  Now,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  recession,  the 
value  of  the  properties  are  no 
where  near  what  they  were  five 
years  ago.  Therefore,  often 
times,  even  if  the  banks  try  to 
sell  the  foreclosed  property 
through  a  broker  or  an  auc¬ 
tion,  they  will  do  so  at  a  loss." 

Tom  Marquis  of  Market 
Real  Estate  said  that  auctions 
have  become  more  and  more 

popular  lately.  "There’ve  been 
more  auctions  in  the  past  year 
than  in  the  past  ten  years,"  he 
said. 

Marquis  went  on  to  state 


two  reasons  why  he  felt  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  in 
auctions.  "Due  to  the  difficult 
economic  times,  there’ve  been 
more  foreclosures.  People 
who  own  properties  are  no 
longer  able  to  pay  their 
mortgages,"  he  said. 

The  second  reason  for  auc¬ 
tions  would  be  that  they  are 
used  as  a  marketing  techni¬ 
que.  Marquis  said  this  idea 
has  worked  well  in  Europe  and 
parts  of  the  United  States. 
"Some  large  condominium 
projects  are  successful,  auc¬ 
tioning  30,  40,  or  50  units  at  a 
time,"  he  said. 

Both  Marquis  and  Koyasu 
believe  that  the  major  ad¬ 
vantage  of  purchasing  proper¬ 
ty  at  an  auction  is  that  there  is 
always  a  chance  of  a  buyer  get¬ 
ting  a  good  deal  for  the  unit. 
Koyasu  said,  "Customers  can 
often  purchase  the  property  at 
below  market  value." 

Marquis  also  pointed  out 
that  buyers  may  be  able  to 
receive  preferential  financing 
from  the  lending  institution 
selling  the  property.  "The 
lender  might  be  able  to  give 
the  buyer  a  lower  financing 
rate,"  he  said. 

Yacker’s  opinion  differs 
from  that  of  the  real  estate 
agents.  He  doesn’t  feel  that 
auctions  necessarily  offer  the 
best  deeds.  "It’s  much  harder 
to  find  a  bargain  now,"  he  said. 

Even  if  it  was  possible  for  a 
buyer  to  purchase  the  proper¬ 
ty  at  a  good  price,  there  are 
also  other  cons  that  should  be 
considered.  Marquis  felt  that 


buying  at  an  auction  can  be 
very  nerve-wrecking.  He  said, 
"On  the  average,  Americans 
buy  a  home  once  every  seven 
years,  but  buying  at  an  auction 
occurs  usually  once  in  a 
lifetime.  Therefore,  most 
people  are  unfamiliar  with  the 
process,  and  this  can  be  very 
nerve-wracking." 

Marquis  continued  to  point 
out  the  downside  of  purchas¬ 
ing  at  an  auction.  "Remem¬ 
ber,  foreclosed  units  are  often 
occupied  and  cannot  be  in¬ 
spected  beforehand,  not  to 
mention  that  you  may  have  to 
evict  the  occupant.  Also,  you 
will  be  expected  to  pay  all  tax 
and  municipal  liens,"  he  said. 

Forman’s  thoughts  echo 
those  of  Marquis.  "Unless 
people  have  done  it  before,  it’s 
risky.  If  they’re  smart,  they’ll 
consult  an  attorney,"  he  said. 

Marquis  added  to  this  ad¬ 
vice.  "Consider  using  buyer’s 
broker  or  a  real  estate  coun¬ 
selor,  try  to  inspect  the 
property  prior  to  the  auction, 
become  pre-qualified  for 
financing  prior  to  the  auction, 
have  a  lien  certificate  done 
(contact  City  Hall  for  this), 
and  make  all  the  preparations 
in  advance,"  he  said. 

"It’s  important  to  do  your 
homework  before  the  auction, 
"  said  Koyasu.  He  continued, 
"Buying  a  piece  of  property  is 

not  like  going  to  Filene’s  and 
purchasing  a  shirt  only  to  find 
out  that  it’s  the  wrong  size  or 
the  wrong  color.  First  of  all, 
you  can’t  go  back  with  a 


receipt  and  exchange  or 
return  a  house,  and  most  im¬ 
portantly,  it’s  a  large  sum  of 
money  we’re  talking  about.  I 
know  couples  who’ve  saved 
ten,  twenty  years  of  paychecks 
to  buy  a  house." 

Indeed,  purchasing  a  piece 
of  property  can  often  leave  a 
hole  in  one’s  bank  account. 

As  Forman  and  Yacker 
drove  across  town  to  the  bor¬ 
der  of  West  Roxbury  and 
Newton,  where  another  auc¬ 
tion  would  be  taking  place  in 
an  hour,  they  discussed  the 
finances  of  the  two  bedroom 
condominium  there.  At  the 
top  of  the  market,  this  proper¬ 
ty  was  worth  $95,000  to 
$100,000.  Today,  Forman  has 
been  instructed  to  start  the  bid 
at  $63,500  and  to  eventually 
sell  it  at  $69,500,  even  though 
$109,000  is  still  owed  on  the 
property  and  its  assessed  value 
is  $84,200. 

Forman  explained  that  he 
doesn’t  start  the  bid  at  the 
bank’s  asking  price  because  he 
doesn’t  want  to  "chill  the  sale." 

"We  don’t  want  to  scare 
people  off,"  he  said. 

Forman  and  Yacker  didn’t 
have  to  wait  long  in  front  of 
this  property  before  three 
potential  buyers  and  a  local 
real  estate  agent  arrived. 

Yacker  introduced  himself 
to  the  men,  jotted  down  then- 


names,  and  informed  them 
that  if  they  were  interested  in 
purchasing  the  condominium, 
they  would  need  a  certified 
check  for  $5,000  as  a  deposit. 

Forman  was  approached  by 
one  of  the  buyers  asking  to  see 
the  property.  The  lawyer’s 
reply  was  that  he  was  not 
responsible  for  showing  the 
condominium.  If  the  current 
tenants  were  willing  to  let  the 
buyer  take  a  peek  inside,  that 
was  their  prerogative,  but  the 
buyer  would  have  to  go  over 
and  ring  the  bell. 

The  buyer  was  somewhat 
taken  aback  when  he  heard 
that  there  were  still  people 
residing  there.  He  then  asked 
Forman  what  he  could  do  with 
the  tenants  if  he  were  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  unit.  To  this,  For¬ 
man  replied,  "If  you  buy  the 
property,  congratulations. 
You  can  collect  rent  from 
them  or  evict  them." 

Soon  the  time  of  the  auc¬ 
tion  approached.  Yacker  un¬ 
folded  his  red  and  white  sign 
and  positioned  it  atop  a  nearby 
bush.  Meanwhile,  the  buyers 
tried  to  find  comfort  a  dis¬ 
tance  away  in  the  shade. 

Yacker  began.  ".  .  .The 
balance  must  be  paid  within 
twenty  days.  .  .  sold  as  is,  as 
shown.  .  .If  the  unit  is  oc¬ 
cupied,  you  take  it  as  oc¬ 
cupied." 


Keystone  Aparfvents 
151  Hallet  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 


Applications  or*  available  to  qualified  elder'/  applicants  for  one 
and  two  bedroom  units  located  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 

Rents  are  based  on  income.  Please  request  applications  in  writing 
at  the  above  address. 

All  units  are  assisted  by  the  HUD  Section  8  Program  and  are 
available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins,  Jen- 
nison,  Inc. 


I  Equal  Opportunity  Housing 


& 


The  Village  at 
Fawcett's  Pond  Apartments 
148  West  Main  Street 
Hyannis,  MA  02601 

Located  in  Hyannis,  Massachusetts,  the  Village  at  Fawcett's  Pond 
Apartments  offer  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  for  the  elderly. 
There  are  also  units  designed  for  handicapped  persons. 

All  units  are  assisted  by  the  HUD  Section  8  Program  and  are 
available  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins,  Jen- 
nison,  Inc. 


Equal  Opportunity  Housing 


MILTON 

9  oversized  rooms  ,  23,810  sq.  lot  on  quiet  street  woods  in  rear,  6  car 
driveway  2  c  garage,  2‘/2  baths,  20'  pine  panelled  library.  Walk-up  attic, 
20’  pine  panelled  jalonsied  sun  room,  4  bedrooms  in  law  apartment 
$305,000.  Open  house  Sun,  11-3,  91  Valley  Road.  696-0226 


HOUSE  FOR  SALE 

Hyde  Park  single  family  home,  9  rooms,  4  bedrooms,  lVs>  baths  finish- 

i»  Loca,ed  t-  "*•"* — • 

HYDE  PARK  J198K,  361-4567 


dp  H 

FLORIDA’S 

CHINATOWN 

Lehigh  acres  community  near  Ft.  Myers 
Beach.  Homes  from  50’s,  land  only 
$4,995,  financing.  Premier  Properties. 
508-535-8950. 


I  1  mwm ' 


Queen  Anne’s 
Gate  ^ 


a 

!  J 

p  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Apartments,  located  in  Weymouth, 
d  Massachusetts  is  actively  seeking  applicants  for  one  and 
^  two  bedroom  units. 

^  Enjoy: 

f  The  convenience  - 

0  dishwasher,  disposal,  self-cleaning  oven,  no  wax  kitcp.to 
d  floor,  meticulous  maintenance,  private  patios  or 
|  balconies 

I  The  lifestyle  - 

I  two  pools,  clubhouse,  tennis  and  basketball  courts, 
p  minutes  from  Route  3,  restaurants  and  shopping 


I 


Apartments  are  made  available  on  an  open  occupancy 
basis,  some  units  are  subsidized  through  various  state 
I  and  federal  programs.  Wait  list  status  may  apply.  Ap<- 
I  plications  may  be  obtained  by  calling  335-1293  or  by 
\  visiting  our  model  apartment. 

I, Financed  by  the  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agen- 
f  cy.  Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran, 
f  Mullins,  Jennison,  Inc.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity. 
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{  Cobble 


i 


Apartments  t 


\  84  Washington  f tree!  \ 
\  Somerville A  02 1 45  $ 

I  ;  i 

5  Located  in  Somerville,  Massachusetts,  Cobble  Hill  | 

\  Apartments  offer  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  for  j 
|  the  elderly  and  low  income  families.  There  are  also  units  f 
9  specifically  designed  for  handicapped  persons.  P 

/ 

jf  Rents  are  based  on  income.  Please  request  applications  £ 
4  in  writing  at  the  above  address.  | 

4  4 

5  All  units  are  assisted  by  the  HUD  Section  8  Program  and  j 

|  are  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis.  | 

t  Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  j 
i  Mullins,  Jennison,  Inc.  § 

l  f 

|  Equal  Opportunity  Housing 

1  I 

£  r  rningoVl 

j  Quaker  Meadows  Apartments  j 
j  65  Memorial  Park  Drive  | 
j  Lynn,  MA  01902  f 

$  j 

|  Located  at  Green  Street  and  Chestnut  Street/Memorial  S 
|  Park  Drive,  Lvnn,  Massachusetts,  Quaker  Meadows  \ 
\  Apartments  offer  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  for  I 
|  low  income  family  and  handicapped  persons.  | 

f  Rents  are  based  on  income.  Please  request  applications  j 
4  in  writing  to  the  above  address. 

j  5 

C  Financed  by  the  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agen*  I 

2  cy,  units  are  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis.  p 

j!  f 

f  Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  i 
4  Mullins,  Jennison,  inc.  4 

4  ! 

4  Equal  Opportunity  Housing  | 

LSL__J 


Riddlebrook  Apartments 
RFD  2,  70042  West  Street 
East  Douglas ,  MA  01516 

Located  in  East  Douglas,  Massachusetts,  Riddlebrook  Apartments 
offer  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  for  the  elderly  and/or  han¬ 
dicapped  persons. 

To  receive  an  application  write  to  the  above  address. 

All  units  are  assisted  by  Farmers  Home  Administration  and  HUD 
Section  8  Program  and  are  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis 
to  low  income  applicants. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins,  Jen¬ 
nison,  Inc. 


Equal  Opportunity  Housing 
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BELLINGHAM  AND  UPTON 

We  are  currently  accepting  applications  for  a  minority  waiting  list  for  1, 
2,  3  and  4  bedroom  apartments.  MHFA  (13A)  low  and  moderate  in¬ 
come  development.  Wall  to  wall  carpeting,  heat  and  hot  water  includ¬ 
ed.  Some  balconies  and  dishwashers.  Call  508-966-2460 


DOUGLAS  NOW  LEASING! 

Now  accepting  applications  for  24  apts.  Apts  in¬ 
clude  wall-to-wall  carpet,  fully  applianced  kit¬ 
chens,  River  views  and  more.  Apts  have  been 
set  aside  for  families  who  possess  section  8,  sec¬ 
tion  707  certificates  and  vouchers. 

*  i ' 

Applications  accepted  on  an  open  occupancy 
basis  from  noon  —  7 :00  Mondays.  10:00  am  to 
4:00  pm  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  Financed 
by  MHFA. 


Telephone:  508-476-3777 


m  & 


ITS  THE  LAW 

You  cannot  be  denied  housing  because  of 
race,  color,  sex.  age.  religion,  children, 
ancestry,  handicap,  national  origin,  marital 
status,  military  status,  sexual  orientation, 
welfare  or  public  assistance  status.  Federal, 
state,  and  local  fair  housing  laws  gurantee 
your  right  to  equal  access  to  any  home  or 
apartment  offered  for  sale  or  rent. 

Know  your  rights.  The  law  is  on  your  side. 

GREATER 
BOSTON 
REAL  ESTATE 
BOARD 
101  Federal  Street 
Boston,  MA  02110 

617/345-0070 


nwo  iofeovnt  rcrt  | 
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Colonial/Village 
Apartments 
109  Broad  Street 
Weymouth,  MA 

Housing  for  elderly. 
Modern  1  &  2,  bedroom 
units.  Wall  to  wall 
carpet,  air  conditioned. 
Utilities  included. 

$353.00  —  $404.00 
per  month 

For  application 
w  Call  337-2777 

fir 

Financed  by  MA  Housing 
Finance  Agency 

Units  available  on  open  occupancy  basis 

s 


/ 


KELTON  PLACE 


$ 


189,900 

Consider  the  following 
attractions  of  Unit  H: 


te&ssz&j  Yl  PM- 5PM 


277  B51R  KELTON  PLACE  ««, 

Cl  i  “UvJ  I  O  147  Kfdtnn  Rrinhton  MA  UOD“ODU4 


147  Kelton  Street,  Brighton,  MA 

MARKETED  &  MANAGED  BY  PEABODY  PROPERTIES,  INC. 


June  21, 1991 


REAL  ESTATE 


Feature  9 


BROOKLINE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 

The  Town  of  Brookline’s  Housing  Rehabilitation  Office  now  has 
funding  available  to  assist  income  eligible  Brookline  property 
owners  and  their  tenants. 

Our  programs  can  provide  financial  assistance  to  property 
owners  for  the  correction  of  code  violations,  energy  conserva¬ 
tion  items,  deleading,  and  other  allowable  improvements. 

We  are  now  accepting  and  processing  applications  for  owner- 
occupied  1-4  unit  buildings  with  interest  rates  from  0  percent  to  6 
percent  and  terms  from  5  to  10  years. 

For  investor  owned  properties  of  1-11  units  loans  with  an  in¬ 
terest  rate  of  8  percent  and  terms  from  5  to  15  years  are  also 
available. 

Maximum  Loan  Amounts 
Single  Family  —  $15,000 
Two  Family  —  $20,000 
Three  Family  —  $25,000 
Four  Family  —  $30,000 
5  -  11  Units  -  $40,000 

In  addition  to  loans,  the  Town  also  has  available  grants  and 
rebates  for  very-low  and  low  income  owners. 

For  further  information  or  an  application  stop  by  or  call  us  at: 

Town  Housing  Rehabilitation  office 
.  Town  Hall 

333  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
730-2090 

CCL'JAL  houung 
OPPORTUNITY 


Elderly  Housing 

Woodbury/ Cunard  Apartments 

191-197  Sumner  St.  E.B. 

We  currently  have  available  a  2  bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  at  the  Woodbury/ Cunard  Apartment 
complex  in  East  Boston.  Applicants  for  housing 
must  meet  the  following  requirements:  must  be 
at  least  62  years  of  age,  or  if  non-elderly  must 
be  disabled  or  handicapped  and  at  least  age  18; 
must  be  eligible  for  section  8  rental  assistance: 
and  must  agree  to  all  Housing  Management  Re¬ 
quirements. 

This  housing  complex  is  sponsored  by  the 
Mass.  Housing  Finance  Agency  and  will  be  sub¬ 
sidized  under  the  FHA  Section  8  Housing 
Assistance  Program. 

To  obtain  an  application,  please  call  or  write: 

Metro  Management 
72  Marginal  Street 
East  Boston,  MA  02128 
(617)  567-7755 


OCEAN  SHORES 
APARTMENTS 
LYNN,  MASSACHUSETTS 

Ocean  Shores  Apartments  i  n  Lynn,  Massachusetts  is  actively  seeking 
applications  for  our  waiting  list  of  eligible  minorities  who  are  62  years  of 
age  or  older,  handicapped  or  disabled. 

1  and  2  bedroom  units  are  available  through  the  Section  8  housmg  pro¬ 
gram.  Assisted  rents  will  be  30  percent  of  adjusted  family  income. 

Financed  by  the  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency  and  managed 
by  Harbor  Management. 

rTy  Appointments  are  preferred:  Please  call  598-5564.  nr-i 


A  ACCREDITED  HOME 
INSPECTION  SERVICE  INC. 


_ _ _  MEMBER:  AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  HOME  INSPECTORS 

24  HOUR  . 


SERVICE 


•  PROFESSIONAL  BUILDERS 

•  RADIO  DISPATCHED 

•  EXPERT  WfTNESS 


SERVING  30  MILE  RADIUS  OF  BOSTON 


.  ALL  INSPECTIONS  PERFORMED  BY  PROFESSIONALS  •  INDUSTRIAL  INSPECTIONS 

•  COMPLETE  WRITTEN  REPORT  WITHIN  24  HOURS  •  DISPUTE  RESOLUTION 

•  ALL  INSPECTIONS  COVER  COMPLETE  VISUAL  AREAS  OF  PROPERTY  •  SERVING  BUYERS  &  SELLERS 


926-6390  (BowartVrtownncy)  926-6390 

.  H  -800-649-2535--  -  .  = 


7  DAYS  A  WEEK  SERVICE 


THE  HOME 

INSPECTION 


BELLINGHAM  SQUARE 

We  Fay  the 

Necessities 

APARTMENTS 

So  You  Can  Have 

The  Niceties!!! 

Chelsea,  MASS 

*  FREE  Heat 

Section  8  Housing  For  The  Disabled 

*  FREE  Hot  Water 

Or  62  Years  of  Age  or  Older 

*  FREE  Parking 

*  FREE  Year-round 

We  are  accepting  applications  for  our  studio 

Swimming  Pool 

and  one  bedroom  apartment  wait  list 

*  FREE  Indoor  Recrea 
tional  Facilities 

;  on  an  open  occupany  basis. 

Ships  Watch 

1  &  2  Bedroom 

j  Rents  are  based  on  30  percent  of  income. 

Luxury  Apartments 

Must  meet  income  and  eligibility  requirements. 

Don’t  Settle  for 

Anything  Less!!! 

For  more  information  call 

sL 

(617)  246-1350 

Equal  Housing  Opportunity 

Ships  Era, 
rWatch 

Financed  by  Mass.  Housing  Finance  Agency 

m  a 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

508-677-2400 

Attentive  Property  Management 

^  St.  Stephen’s 
M  apartments 

The  Community  Builders,  Inc.  Manage¬ 
ment  Agents,  invites  you  to  apply  for 
elderly/handicapped  housing  at  St. 
Stephen’s  Tower  Apts.,  Lynn,  MA. 
Studio,  One  and  Two  bedroom  apart¬ 
ments  ranging  from  $287-$463,  all 
utilities  included.  On-site  management 
and  24  hour  emergency  service.  For  in¬ 
formation  or  an  application,  call 
593-1080  or  write  St.  Stephen’s  Apart¬ 
ments,  25  Pleasant  Street,  Lynn,  MA 
01902 
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REAL  ESTATE 


June  21, 1991 


[GUM  HOUVKG 
OPPORTUNITY 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

FIRST  TIME  HOMEBUYER 
OPPORTUNITY 

*  Have  you  ever  dreamed  of  owning  your 
own  home? 

*  Here  is  your  opportunity! 


Twenty-five  private  wooded  acres  is  not  the  only 
reason  you’ll  want  to  move  to  Mariner’s  Hill. 


*  If  you  have  good  credit  and  meet  low/moderate  in¬ 
come  guidelines  contact  us  to  see  if  you  qualify  for  the 
City  of  Quincy  Lottery  First  Time  Homebuyer  Pro¬ 
gram. 

Applications  accepted  until, Friday  June  28  at  4  pm. 

Contact  Veronica  Collins,  City  of  Quincy,  Department 
of  Planning  and  Community  Development,  1305  Han¬ 
cock  Street,  Quincy,  MA  02169.  Telephone:  (617) 
773-1380  ext.  366. 


*  Pool  and  Tennis 

*  Decks/Patios 

Townhome  living  with  the  convenience  of  renting 

*  Much  much  more  ... 


900  Mariner  Hill  Drive 
Marshfield,  MA  02050 
(617)  837-6200 


i:-*. 


Dir:  Take  Rte  3  to  Exit  12  to  Rte  139  East.  Follow 
3.2  miles  to  Mariner’s  Hill  on  right.  Office  hours 
Sat.,  Sun  and  Memorial  Day  12-5  p.m. 


Equal  Opportunity  Program 


Financed  by  MHFA  with  all  units  available  on  an 
open  occupancy  basis.  Professionally  managed  by 
State  Street  Development  Management  Corp. 


MODERN  RENTAL 
HOUSING 

At  Sites  Throughout  Massachusetts 

The  Boston  land  Company  Management  Services,  Inc. 
manages  subsidized  and  market  rate  rentals.  We  are  currently 
accepting  applications  for  the  following  properties: 

Diamond  Spring  Gardens  ....Lawrence,  MA 
Douglass  Park  ....  Boston,  MA 
Francis  Cabot  Lowell  Mill  ....  Waltham,  MA 
Liberty  Pines  ....  Wrentham,  MA 
Museum  Square  ....  Lawrence,  MA 
Olympia  Tower  ....  New  Bedford,  MA 
Peabody  House  ....  Peabody,  MA 
Stone  Brook  Farms  ....  Burlington,  MA 
Taber  Mill  ....  New  Bedford,  MA 
Wentworth  ....  Lowell,  MA 

For  many  of  these  properties  there  is  a  maximum  income  limit 
which  varies  throughout  the  state  for  Subsidized  Housing.  The 
average  income  limits  are  as  follows: 

1  person  $18,820  2  persons  $20,957 

For  some  of  these  developments  an  applicant  must  hold  a  cur¬ 
rent  Section  8  or  a  707  certificate  for  Subsidized  Housing.  There 
are  no  limitations  for  our  market  rate  units. 

The  Boston  Land  Company  is  proud  of  all  of  its  properties 
throughout  Massachusetts.  We  provide  the  highest  standard  of 
service  to  our  residents.  Our  buildings  are  immaculate  and  our 
grounds  are  impressive. 

For  more  information  on  any  of  our  properties  or  subsidy  programs  please  call: 

The  Boston  Land  Company 
Management  Services,  Inc. 

(617)  451-2288 

KJU  HOttNC 
OPPORTUNITY 


CERTIFICATE  HOLDERS  - 
RENT  TODAY  . . .  AND 


Receive  a  $500  gift  certificate  from 
Jordans  Furniture* 

Brand  new  apartment  complex  located 
in  Douglas,  MA  has  2  and  3  bedroom 
apartments  available  for  section  8  and 
section  707  certificate  holders. 

Features: 

Swimming  Pool 
Fitness  center  with  spa 
Central  air  conditioning 
Fully  applianced  designer  kitchens 

Offer  good  for  a  limited  time  only. 
Available  to  the  first  5  qualified  applicants. 
Some  restrictions  apply. 


Call  for  details  -  (508)  476-7732 


Financed  by  MHFA 
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BEDFORD  VILLAGE 

APARTMENTS 

Lovely,  One,  Two,  and  Three  Bedroom  Apartments 
located  in  Bedford.  Convenient  to  routes  128,  and  62, 
with  pool,  tennis,  and  children’s  recreation  area.  Close 
to  shopping  and  public  transportation.  These  spacious 
units  are  equipped  with  central  A/C,  d/w,  disposal, 
balconies,  or  patios.  Heat  and  Hot  Water  included. 
275-1038.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity. 
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Properties:  Minimum  of  $800  cash  rebate  on  over  425 
units  priced  from  $19,000  to  $140,000,  many  with  spe¬ 
cial  financing  &  other  incentives. 

Lenders:  Minimum  of  $500  off  closing  costs  from  Bay- 
Banks,  The  Co-operative  Bank,  Interate  National  Mort¬ 
gage,  &  Stoneham  Cooperative  Bank. 

Brokers:  Minimum  of  10%  cash  rebate  (up  to  $320)  on 
commissions  from  over  40  brokers. 

Products  &  Services :  Minimum  of  1 0%  discounts  from 
inspectors,  appraisers,  attorneys,  credit  bureaus,  mov¬ 
ing  companies,  appliances,  asbetos  removal ,  aluminum 
&  vinyl  siding,  windows,  doors  &  insulation,  storage  sys¬ 
tems,  lead  paint  inspections,  security  alarm  &  more. 


II*  :  z-ts — o  =a 

12  Dunster  Road  Bedford,  MA  01730 
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1-800-MA-Buyer 

Statewide,  non-profit  group.  $25  annual  membership  fee. 
Seeking  additional  properties  &  other  interested  companies. 
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BayBank  Boston,  N  A 
(617)  648-8330 


BayBank  Harvard  Trust  Company  BayBank  Middlesex 
(617)648-8330  (617)387-1808 


BayBank  South 
(617)461-1740 


Member,  H)IC  Equal  Opportunity  lenders  Equal  llousine  l/ixtefx 


BayBank 

Nobody  does  it  better." 
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115  Chauncy  St.,  Boston 
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Th*  Village  of  Fawcett's  Pond  Apts 
148  West  Main  Street 
Hyannis,  MA  02601 

Hyannis  iff  *  The  Village  of  Fawcett's 

Pond  Apr* 

Corcoran.  Mullins,  Jennison,  Inc 
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Congregetionel 
Retirement  Homo,  lr*. 
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Gramingham  Green 

136  Maynard  Road 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
UZA  Tel:  1-508-872-0500 
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508-677-2400 
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WESTON  MORTGAGE  FUNDING  CORP. 

44-46  BEACH  ST.  BOSTON  MA.  02111 
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Cobble  Hill  Apartments  < 

84  Washington  Street  4 
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(617)426-3331 


Somerville,  MA  02145 
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151  Halloftftratt 
Dorchoitxr,  MA  05124 
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rC  First  Eastern  Mortgage  Corporation 

t  iw  Dowmown  Crossing  •  19  School  Street  •  Second  Floor  •  Boston,  MA  02108  •  1-800-937-3178  •  (617)  248-0901 

First  Eastern  Mortgage  Company,  the  largest  privately  held  independent 
mortgage  company  in  Massachusetts 


E'  Prompt  Commitments 
E'  Instant  Approval  24  Hours 
E'  5%  Down,  Fixed  Rates  30  &  15  Yr. 
E'  Buy-Down  Programs 
S'  Low  Investor  Rates 
S'  Limited  Docs  -  Same  Low  Rates 
E1  Jumbo 

S'  Below-Market  Closing  Costs 
S'  FHA  Programs 


E'  VA  Programs 
E'  Local  Attorneys 
E'  No  Pre-Payment  Penalty 
if  Pre-Qualify  Applicants  at  Their 
Convenience 

if  No  Points  and  Reduced  Closing 
Cost  Programs 
24  Hour  Paging  Service  for 
Your  Convenience 
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PEABODY 

TANNERY  I  APTS. 
(508)  531-6800 
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18  Crowninshield  St. 
!l!!  Peabody,  MA  01960 
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A  PLACE  TO  CALL  HOME  .... 

MERRIMACK  PLAZA 


FIRST  MONTH  FREE  ON  ALL  ONE  AND  TWO 
BEDROOMS  APARTMENTS!  Whether  you  choose 
the  sunset,  water  or  city  view,  we  have  the  right 
apartment  for  you!  Starting  at  $445.00.  Some 
extra’s  are;  FREE  ON  SITE  PARKING,  CLOSED 
CIRCUIT  TV  INTERCOM  ENTRY,  24  hr. 
maintenance  and  well  maintained  building  and 
grounds!  Close  to  Routes  128  and  93.  Call  now  for  a 
personal  tour!  Evening  and  weekend  appointments 
available. 


508-459-4433 
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GREATER  BOSTON  REAL  ESTATE  BOARD 
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101  Federal  Street,  Boston  MA  02110 
(617)  345-0070 
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7  Heritage  Drive 
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HUNNEMAN  &  COMPANY 
COLDWELL  BANKER 

Busy  Brookline  residential  real  estate  office 
seeks  full  time  sales  associate.  Professional  tools 
and  training.  Realize  your  potential!  Call 
731-2447  for  an  interview  with  the  Manager. 
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1 1  ARBOR  POINT 

Prolessionally  managed  by  CMJ  Mgml  Co  Financed  by  MHFA 
Rental  furniture  available  from  Putnam  Units  available  on  open  occupancy  basis 
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QUINCY 

NEWBURY 

PLACE 

773-8399  Or  227-8282 

i 

FIVE  MINUTE  WALK  TO  NORTH  QUINCY 

TRANSIT  STOP 

20  MINUTE  RIDE  TO  DOWNTOWN  BOSTON 

BEAUTIFUL  BRICK  BUILDING  WITH  49  CONDOMINIUM 
HOMES  LOCATED  IN  SAFE,  SECURE  NEIGHBORHOOD 

A 

ONE  BEDROOMS  $87,700  —  $110,000 

TWO  BEDROOMS  $111,500  —  $139,000 

(Including  one  parking  space) 

FINANCING  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  COMMONWEALTH 
MORTGAGE  COMPANY  AND  SOUTH  BOSTON  SAVINGS  BANK 
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SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE  SAMPAN 

*fm*&K6KA#  >  «»ft»4A**R«-DA 

±£J*  •  MSHTMK  •  sampan  &M .-  0r 

*»»•  SjWfcfc- 

JflttS+jc  :  -*»*  (  _*  )  Firtt  class  for  one  year:  *50 
}fl  EJ  +S*2  =#»*.(  — ¥)  Third  class  for  ooe  year:  S15 

ftiffiASx;  '  S  +yc  '  — W5c®  2W7C^fflK  • 

Pour  donation  of  S25.  $50,  $100.  or  $500  would  be  welcome. 
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Name: 


ifeih  Address: 


Please  mail  check  to: 

The  Sampan  attn:  circulation 
CACA 
90  Tyler  St. 

Boston,  Ma  02111 

The  Sampan  is  the  only  bilingual  newspaper  published  in  New  England  serving 
the  Asian  community  The  Sampan  is  published  bi-weekly. 
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IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 


ATTORNEY 

One  Boston  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 


*  Permanent  Resident  Status 

*  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

*  Temporary  Work  Visas 

*  Labor  Certifications 


*  Investors 


*  Naturalization  and  Citizenship 

*  Deportation  Proceedings 
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*Allston/Brighton  APAC 

783-1485 

7a3E+— M  *  "t?§7A+7D 

*Camp  Ponkawissett 

Hale  Reservation, 
Westwood  876-9800 
7aM+HH  *  «  '  *  '  ^ 

I®  *  «Miilfe#-WS+7D  ° 

*Conununity  Music  Center 

South  End,  482-7494 

es$a m  •  -  mm% ass. 

°  W7D  ° 


*Cooper  Community  Center 

Roxbury,  445-1813 

TaH+EI;^  »  itlff+IH  '  $fc 
fa  •»  #M  ° 


*Ellis  Memorial  Center 

South  End,  426-2900 

7\M+~|£  * 

»  P^SfefrK^lftSSD 

*Dorchester  Super  Summer 

282-5034 

Ai+zi 

♦Gallivan  Summer  Day  Camp 

Mattapan,  298-2610 

7\IE+E:jl!; » 

77 §S  ° 

*Hyde  Park  Municipal  Bldg. 

364-5358 

TnIE+HI?  »  7lB#I?H3#  *  U 
?!  S+7C  ° 

♦Jamaica  Plain  Community 
Center  524-3630 

AM+-^  ’  AB$#MtaB#  » 

+  S7G  0 

♦Lena  Park  Summer  Rainbow 

436-1900  ext.  230 
s^+^H  »  A^^w  »  n 
E9?I~W:7d  ° 

♦Media  Arts  Camp 

Jamaica  Plain,  524-1160 

+M+3:ig » it#  >mm  -m 
fF  »  S# MS©®  *  MUiciS 
l&AW^  >  SEiS+I-I 

$+7 6  ° 

♦NCAA  Sports  Camp 

Boston  College,  552-4847 
UMass/Boston ,  287-7800 
-fM+Ai!  *  *  # 

♦Patriot's  Trail  Day  Camp 
Waltham,  482-1078 
311H -~M  ’  K*ali  »  S 
M?i— W7C  ° 

♦South  Boston  Neighborhood 
House  268-1619 

*  PThSiS't 


♦Ponkapoag  Day  Camp 

Blue  Hills,  361-2300 

a g-h-M  • 

»  Li|ff#?T  >  ftflff+I  > 

5STO-W2g+S7c  o 

♦Youth  Enrichment 

267-5877 

*£+-*•  ttSMRHSl 

»  ° 

♦Zoo  Camp 

A^+H^  •  » 

*  Si 

Si— S1+  7C  ° 

♦East  Boston 

569-3221 

HAi  ' 

♦Inner  City  Day  Camp 

Cambridge,  864-0960 

« mmmmmn.  - 

A  ° 

♦Roslindale  Summer 

323-8811 

3 em » t. 

xiiisra » 

♦Sommerville  Day  Camp 

Sharon,  623-5510 
AS+Ajt » 

s  &  •  ° 

♦Jackson/Mann 

Allston/Brighton , 
783-2770 
Sl+El »  i 
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BUILD  THE  FUTURE 


A  career  with  SEA  Consultants  is  diverse  and  exciting.  Our  talented  profes¬ 
sionals  are  devising  imaginative  solutions  for  a  better  tomorrow.  A  leading 
engineering  and  architectural  firm  known  for  innovative  ideas,  S  E  A  is  the 
right  company  for  individuals  with  plans  for  the  future.  We  are  seeking  to  fill 
the  following  positions  in  our  Cambridge,  MA  office. 

ARCHITECTURAL 
PRODUCTION  MANAGER 

Position  requires  a  B.ARCH  in  Architecture  or  B.S.  in  Facilities  Engineering 

d  a  thorough 


production  management  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  AutoCAD  systems.  Professional  registration  preferred.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include:  managing  the  Architectural  CADD  production  staff:  direct- 


with  5  to  8  years'  experience  in  i 
. oCAD 


ing,  in  a  hands-on  way,  production  of  CADD  projects  and  involvement  in  the 
development  and  refinement  of  automated/CADD  production  systems.  Must 
possess  strong  leadership  skills  and  the  ability  to  work  in  a  team-oriented, 
fast-paced  environment. 

RETAIL  FACILITIES  PROJECT  MANAGER 

Position  reguires  B.ARCH  or  M. ARCH  in  Architecture  with  10  years' 
experience  emphasizing  retail  facilities  design  and  marketing.  Excellent 
communication  skills  essential  in  managing  staff,  working  with  clients,  inter¬ 
facing  with  multidisciplined  engineering/architectural  groups  and  devel¬ 
oping  marketing  activities.  Knowledge  of  AutoCAD  preferred.  Resumes 
without  extensive  retail  facilities  experience  will  not  be  considered. 

Qualified  candidates  send  resumes  and  letters  of  interest  to  Judith 
Kavanagh,  HR  Manager,  SEA  Consultants  Inc.,  485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 
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♦Agassiz  Village 

West  Poland,  Maine, 
894-5200 

7D  0 

♦Boys'  and  Girls'  Camp 

523-5177 

+M+“^  *  +^ELgH+7C 

♦Camp  Hale 

Center  Sandwich,  NH 

536-8610 
^iAi+Ei>  n^ixi 
>  fit  »  Il.atAI^  » 
IiZlE+lEIE+7C  o 

♦Camp  "Maine  Idea" 

Denmark,  Maine, 
536-8610 

^rsTiin — m  * 

-  *  -tmmftmm »  + 

ginSii'STt  ° 

♦Camp  Nawaka 

East  Otis,  Maine, 
876-9800 

7il+ii  ( iliiatf 

7C  ) 

+  S7C  )  ssMAM  ( 

S+S  70  ) 

♦Days  in  the  Arts 

Tanglewood,  Berkshires 
266-1492 

+m+E.m  ’ 
kib3Hh#7iJ:»  mmwm 

M  '  0  S+7\+S7C  ° 

♦Patriots  Trail  Girl 
Scout  Camps 

New  Hamphshires, 
482-1078 

IzH 7A3E+-fclt »  SIW,  '  10 M 

mtsm » M®HWffl+7D° 


♦Wildwood  Nature  Camps 

Otter  Lake,  NH 
259-9500 

Jim+WM  ’  j®S7HIS^##a: 

«  ’  —  s§+W“+ 

3l7C  »  MT12l"S’7\+S7G  ° 


Urbanistics  Senior  Center  needs  a  part  time  languages  assistant  to 
socialize  with  elderly,  provide  basic  translation  in  Cantonese,  Viet¬ 
namese,  and  English,  and  related  responsibilities.  Call  328-9211. 
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AVkat  you  saw  in  tke 
idience  was  often  more 


^ou  re  swept  tru'ougli  the  grand  doors  ol 
tine  Paris  Opera,  into  the  soft  glow  of  thousands 
ol  gas  lights  and  up  the  great  marhle  stairway  to 
your  private  hox  with  its  plush,  red  velvet  seats. 

Below,  to  your  right,  is  the  orchestra. 

As  the  overture  begins  to  swell,  you  raise  your 
opera. glasses  and  turn.  To  your  left. 

Xlur  magnified  gaze  is  met  from  ac’ross 
the  theatre.  Slowly  you  shift  your  attention  to 
a  couple  helow,  flirting  across  three  rows  ol  seats. 
Turning  again,  you  observe  that  you  are  being 
observed.  And  somewhere  on  stage,  the  opera 
becomes  mere  accompaniment. 

It  was  an  average  evening  in  late 
19th=A:ntury  Paris  and  scenes  lilcetl  iis  filled  the 
theatres.  And  beginning  June  5,  these  scenes 
will  lill  thcWestWing  of  the  A1  useum  ol 
Fine  Arts  as  we  present  Pleasures  ol  Paris  from 
Daumier  to  Picasso.  Over  2 OO  paintings, 


audience  was 

entertaining 

^our  carriage  rolls  to  a  stop  and  as  the 


prints,  drawings,  posters  and  sculptures  that 
illustrate  this  extraordinary  period  in  Paris. 

A  you  stand  before  tine  paintings, 
you  II  see  that  they  are  filled  with  energy  with 
door  swings  open,  you  step  into  a  swirling  sea  ol  excitement  and,  lihe  tine  evenings  they 

hohhing  top  hats  _ _  _ _  _  _  depict,  endless 

and  rustling  satin.  PLEASURES  OF pARIS*  possHrfliUes. 

Daumier  to  Picassojune  5-Sept.  1. 

This  exhibition  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  IBM  Corporation.  Free  hours  Wednesdays  4- 10.  For  information,  call  267-9300 


MUSEUM-OF* FINE-ARTS/BOSTON 
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J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

495  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  BOSTON,  MA  02215  TEL:  (617) 

536-4110 

Dignified  Service  to  the  Chinese  Community  for  Many  Years 
Your  Advantage  is  Our  Reputation 
for 

Statability,  Reliability,  Integrity,  Trust 
and 

Satisfactory  Service  for  Many  Years 


Staten#  : 
*JJt  ■  ffffl  - 1*£  ■  S1K& 
££5**ttK» 

*a^«ttsnwiH» 
HKRMimE&ilSA  : 


Waring-Ashton  Funeral  Homes 
FALL  RIVER  AND  SWANSEA 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Thank  you  for  your  trust  and  confidenace  in  us. 
Your  Family  of  Friends  at 

J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

Eastman-Waring 
Sumner  James  Waring,  Jr.,  Pres. 


Serving  Southern. Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island 
at 

Waring-Ashton  Funeral  Homes 
FALL  RIVER  AND  SWANSEA 
MASSACHUSETTS 


A 


S*r**og  AS  F*thj 

4  am  Niton**.*  > 


j  sWaterman  * 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes 


Sons  Sinct  1832 


Boston 

495  ConrwnonwMh  Aw« .  Konmora  Squat# 
junc  ton  at  Common  w#a*i  Aw#  A  Beacon  Si 
oppo*##  Brooun#  Aw#. 

(617)  536-4110 


Sumner  J  ernes  Waring  Jr..  Pres 


Wellesley 

592  Wasftngton  &.  W#Miy,  MA 
Ft#  16  Next  K>  WtNUwy  mn 

(617)  235-4110 
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Annual  Rate 

Annual  Rate 

Annual  Rate 

1 -year  CD 

15-month  CD 

2  /.-year  CD 

£35* 

700* 

700* 

v/l 

It 

l • 

Effective 

Simple 

Effective 

Annual  Yield 

Interest 

Annual  Yield 

6.54% 

7.00% 

7.23% 

The  Newest  Bank 
Near  Fenway  Is  Pitching 

Caj*  Pi  IC|!ipCC  CD  Accounts.  So  stop  by 
A  wl  UlOll  Iw3i  and  check  them  out  real  soon, 
And  we  intend  to  get  it  and  while  you’re  at  it,  inquire 
by  serving  up  nothing  but  home  about  the  higher  rates  on  our 
run  balls  when  it  comes  to  rates,  saving  accounts  (and  even 
Like  the  rates  on  our  Mercantile  higher  rates  on  our  CDs  when 
1-year,  15  -Month  and  2%  year  you  deposit  over  $100,000) . 

tiT  Mercantile  Bank 


61  Brookline  Avenue.  Boston.  MA  02215  (617)  247-2800  Member  FDIC  Free  Parking. 

Rates  are  sublet  to  change  without  notice.  Interest  compounded  monthly  Minimum  CD  deposit  is  $5,000 
Substantial  interest  penalty  is  required  for  early  CD  withdrawal  Deposit  insured  up  to  SIQOjOOO  by  the  FDIC 
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£*|  Metropolitan  Life 

WM  and  affiliated  companies 

BOSTON  CHINATOWN  BRANCH 

*fRwf£R8:&W] 


Kttftftft* 

WR&x&B'jk^z-- ° 

(=)««$-««  * 
(E)*MHftSK 
(rajma  :  *  *H  '  « 

*£& 

(£)  ffi  |g  flj  ft  &  X  ft  ft  ■$  St 

if  If  :  (617)  451-0912 

Mr.  LEO  TAM 


65  Harrison  Ave.  Rir  401 
Boston,  MA  02111 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


EDIC/BOSTON 
PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
PREVENTION 

Implement  &  manage  Young  Latino  Girls  Drug 
Prevention  program  funded  by  Office  of  Substance 
Abuse  Prevention  (OSAP).  Establish  monitoring 
systems,  act  as  liaison  with  independent  evaluation 
teams  and  program  advisory  groups.  Manage  pro¬ 
curement  and  contracting  process,  interpret  and  im¬ 
plement  OSAP  policy  directives  and  coordinate  ac¬ 
cess  to  other  services  provided  by  the  City  of  Boston. 
Qual:  BA,  Hum  Svcs  or  rel,  plus  3  yrs  supervisory 
exp.  Must  have  2  yrs  exp.  w/substance  programs  and 
be  fluent,  oral  and  written,  in  Span,  and  Eng.  Bi- 
cultural  background  and  exp.  w/programs  for  young 
females  and  working  w/Boston’s  Latino  CBO’s 
preferred.  Saly:  $27.  IK  —  $32. 2K. 

CONTRACT 
ADMINISTRATORS  - 
2  Positions 

Monitor  direct  service  programs  in  areas  of  Skills 
Training,  Education,  Youth  Services  and/or 
CDBG/Human  Services.  Provide  technical 
assistance  to  Community  Based  Organizations,  con¬ 
duct  site  visits  to  ensure  delivery  of  services  and  act  as 
liaison  with  funding  sources.  Assist  with  proposal 
review  and  contract  negotiation.  Qual:  Assoc, 
Degree,  Hum  Svcs  or  el.  At  least  2  yrs  exp.  in  grant 
management  and  direct  services.  Saly:  $21. 2K  — 
$25. 5K. 

To  apply:  Submit  resume  to  HR  Manager, 
EDIC/Boston,  38  Chauncy  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  No  phone  calls 
please.  Boston  Residency  Required. 
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BUILD  THE  FUTURE 


A  career  with  SEA  Consultants  is  diverse  and  exciting.  Our  talented  profes¬ 
sionals  are  devising  imaginative  solutions  for  a  better  tomorrow.  A  leading 
engineering  and  architectural  firm  known  for  innovative  ideas,  S  E  A  is  the 
right  company  for  individuals  with  plans  for  the  future.  We  are  seeking  to  fill 
the  following  positions  in  our  Cambridge,  MA  office. 

MECHANICAL  PROJECT  ENGINEER 

Position  requires  a  BSME,  P.E.  preferred,  plus  5-7  years'  mechanical,  HVAC, 
plumbing,  energy  audit  and  fire  protection  experience  related  to  office, 
commercial  andindustrial  buildings,  environmental  facilities.  Excellent 
communication  skills  essential  in  working  with  staff,  working  with  clients, 
interfacing  with  multidisciplined  engineerinq/architectural  groups  and 
developing  marketing  activities.  Knowledge  of  AutoCad  is  essential. 


SENIOR  PROJECT  ELECTRICAL  ENGINEER 

Position  requires  BSEE,  P.E.  preferred,  plus  10  years'  experience  related  to 
building  systems  design  and  process  instrumentation  and  controls  design. 
Excellent  communication  skills  essential  in  managing  staff,  working  with 
clients,  interfacing  with  multidisciplined  engineering/architectural  groups 
and  developing  marketing  activities.  Knowledge  of  AutoCad,  construction 
document  preparation  and  construction  cost  estimating  is  essential. 

MARKETING  COORDINATOR 

Position  requires  BA  in  Marketing  or  related  field  plus  3  years'  experience  as 
a  Marketing  Coordinator  or  Technical  Writer  in  architectural/engineering 
firm.  Tasks  involve  proposal  coordination,  technical  writing,  and  marketing 
materials  coordination.  Must  have  Aldus  PageMaker  experience  in  PC-DOS 
based  system  as  well  as  graphic  capabilities. 

Qualified  candidates  send  resumes  and  letters  of  interest  to  Judith 
Kavanagh,  HR  Manager,  S  E  A  Consultants,  Inc.,  485  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 
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An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Empioyer/M/F/H/V. 


SAMPM 


VoL  XDC,  No.  16 
June  21, 1991 


See  these  stories  and  more  in  i 

*  Asian  American  Administrators  Face  1 
'Protest  Against  the  Rise  of  Health  Care  Costs 
'Vietnamese  Painters  Featured  at  Boston  Public  i 
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Special  Feature  on  Real  Estate  Inside 
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